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Changing lives, one child at a time.

CSI recently completed our first trip 
to The Gambia, the smallest country on 
mainland Africa. I had the privilege of 
providing pediatric care to our Gambian 
patients, working with our volunteer ENT 
and urology teams and local professionals 
at Edward Francis Small Teaching Hospital. 
What was most striking to me about The 
Gambia is the kindness and friendliness 
of the people, hence its nickname, The 
Smiling Coast of Africa. 

On our first day, we completed our 
patient screening in an open-air structure a 
few miles from the hospital. The following 
five days we performed 39 surgeries. Most 
memorable is Isatou, a smiling, thriving 
14-month-old with a mass between her 
eyes on the bridge of her nose.

As 10% of these masses could contain 
brain tissue, we needed to obtain a scan to 
operate safely. Unfortunately, the scanner 
was inoperable, but we located an operable 
one 90 minutes away. CSI provided the 
funds to transport Isatou and her parents to 
this location and funded the scan itself. We 
were all relieved to learn that her tumor did 
not contain brain tissue and that we could 

safely operate.
The surgery was 

successful, and as  the 
nursing team and I 
provided post-operative 
care to Isatou, I was 
continually struck by 
her mother’s constant 
smile. She was seeing her daughter for the 
first time without a distracting tumor on her 
daughter’s precious face. This image will 
forever stay with me.

We are happy to hear that Isatou 
continues to thrive at home. 

I am reminded of the story Frederick, 
by Leo Lionni, which I often read to my 
daughters when they were young. It’s 
about a field mouse who gathers sunshine 
and warmth rather than helping his siblings 
gather food for the long winter. He then 
shares this warmth in the depth of winter 
when the food runs low. The smile from 
Isatou’s mother will most certainly warm 
me during the winter days to come. CSI 
will return to The Gambia in November to 
provide additional life-changing surgeries. 
We will undoubtedly come home with 
more memories of warmth from The 
Gambian people.  

Liberia:
January 16 – 26

Ethiopia:
February 13 – 23

Mexico:
October 3 – 8

Ethiopia: 
October 16 – 26

The Gambia: 
November TBD

The 
Gambia
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Isatou, before (left) and after (right) surgery
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In January, CSI volunteers 
conducted another successful 
community outreach and surgical trip 
to Liberia. This year, we celebrate 
15 years of partnership between CSI 
and Firestone Liberia. Together, we 
are making a profound impact in 
Liberia by serving children in need and 
strengthening the healthcare system.

This year, the advance community 
outreach team, led by CSI nurse Angie 
Olson, traveled to five schools, four 
orphanages, a home for seniors, and 
the Dojo Town Hall to deliver much-
needed food, supplies and healthcare. 
Despite a major flight delay, the team 
was able to administer deworming 
medicine to more than 5,000 children 
and adults in the region.

Together with our partners at 
Firestone Dueside Hospital, CSI was 
able to provide life-changing surgical 

care to 104 children 
in just four short days. 
Additionally, biomedical 
engineer John Norberg 
spent the week 
troubleshooting and 
repairing critical medical equipment 
to ensure surgeries went smoothly. 
He also continued his work teaching 
the local biomedical technicians how 
to diagnose and fix previously broken 
equipment. Last year, John saw a 

need for improved equipment for 
his local colleagues, and thanks to 
donations from his stateside coworkers 
and friends, he was able to outfit the 
Liberian team with steel-toed boots, 
tools and more.

Education update: Uganda
CSI Academic Director Dr. Siva Chinnadurai and his 

colleagues continue to collaborate with our partners 
in Uganda through remote support to assist in the 
care and improve outcomes for Ugandan children in 
need of specialized treatment. CSI clinical leaders 
provide ongoing consultation to their Ugandan 
colleagues, connecting them with valuable resources, 
including medical and surgical case reviews, relevant 
literature, and radiologist interpretations of scans 
performed locally. This remote support allows our 
Ugandan partners to effectively approach more 
complex cases while maintaining their educational 
growth, even when we are not in the country. 

CSI will also support their upcoming monthly grand 
rounds lectures with talks from CSI faculty scheduled 
in March, May and June.

285 
life-changing 
surgeries

$1.39 mil 
of total contributed 
services donated

$250,000  
worth of medical supplies and 
equipment delivered to partners
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5
surgical trips

CELEBRATING 
15 YEARS OF  
PARTNERSHIP IN LIBERIA

“My heart is so full in 
a way that I didn’t know 
existed. I can’t put into 
words the way that this 
experience will forever 
change my life.” 

– JENESSA HALL, OR NURSE

2024  
HIGHLIGHTS

15 years in Liberia — By the numbers

305 trip volunteers               22,800 hours of service             1,251 life-changing surgeries      

20,000 children provided with deworming medication, food and school supplies



“I couldn’t find [a photo of] her sitting and posing… 
she is always working!!”

– PETER MELCHERT, MD 

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of Mary 
Alice Seipp, a global health pioneer and one of the founders 
of the group that is now Children’s Surgery International. 
Mary Alice and her friend Sue Schacht read an article in an 
airline magazine about Operation Smile and decided to 
bring the work to Minnesota. With local business support, 
Mary Alice and Sue led the establishment of the Minnesota 
Chapter of Operation Smile and organized the first trip to 
Barinas, Venezuela, in September 1993. After dozens of trips 
to many global sites, in 2001 the board decided to branch out 
from Operation Smile to expand the scope of surgical care 
and focus on teaching, thus establishing Children’s Surgery 
International. We extend our deep gratitude to Mary Alice for 
her leadership and service, along with heartfelt condolences 
to the Seipp family.  

“CSI is definitely the third child of Mary 
Seipp and quite possibly the most favored. 
CSI was more than an organization to 
our mother, it was family, one which does 
amazing work under remarkable conditions.” 

– JENNIFER AND DANNY SEIPP, CHILDREN OF MARY ALICE

“It’s because of her that I got involved – she recruited 
me and made me feel comfortable as a neonatologist 
working in the recovery room on mission trips. Not only 
did we work hard, we always had fun!”  

– BRUCE FERRARA, MD

In memoriam:
Mary Alice Seipp
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With your support, 
we can transform even more 
lives in 2025. Starting a fundraiser takes just 
minutes and makes a world of difference. 
Celebrate your birthday, take on an athletic 
challenge like running a 5k, or mark a special 
occasion by raising funds for Children’s 
Surgery International. Your efforts will not only 
provide life-changing surgeries and medical 
care for children in need but also support 
training for medical professionals in our 
partner communities, ensuring sustainable 
care for years to come. 

Fundraise for CSI

Thursday, September 25
5 – 9 p.m.
1341 Pascal St. N., St. Paul

A generous portion of dinner sales 
will be donated to CSI. Reservations and 
walk-ins available. Must mention CSI. 

Email info@childrenssurgeryintl.org  
if you would like any guidance or 
support on setting up a fundraiser. 

Together, we 
can bring hope, 

healing and 
lasting impact to 
families around 

the world. 

Photos courtesy of D
r. Peter M

elchert
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Samantha Chaplin
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Donald Compton
Craig and Jody Cooper
Jack and Kari Cooper
Alan and Beth Cork
Missy Craft
Lucy Crea
Karla Cummins
Denny Dahl and Gloria DeShaw
Harlan and Sandra Dalbec
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Vania Deeney
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Thank you,
2024 DONORS 
AND VOLUNTEERS

We 
could not 

accomplish our 
important work 

without your 
support over the 

past year.
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Raul Gomez and Keith Jones
Steve and Karen Groen
Neera Gupta
Craig Hansen
Bradley and Diane Hanson
Ran Hanson and Megan Renslow
John and Kelly Harrington
Debra Hart
Craig Hedberg and Dottie Jung
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Tim and Liana Hennum
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Charlie Lannin
Zanny Lannin
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Dr. Shannon Parkos
Parul Patel
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Paul and Juliann Paulisich
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Laura Plasencia
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Taylor Rumsey
Donna Ryan
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Judy Sampson
Paul Sandvik
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Shawna Scheele
Daniel and Laura Schleck
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Becca Schmidt
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Julie Schmidt
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Christopher Schulz
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Richard and Linda Sedgwick
Tsega Seyoum
Audrey Shamp
Craig and Maureen Shaver
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Paul and Cindy Skavnak
Amanda Skorich
Dr. Dan and Rosey Skorich
Anne Smarjesse
Nicole Sorensen
Karen Spaeth
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Roger and Sheila Stageberg
George and Rose Marie Steiner
Beth Stoneberg
Andrew Sybilrud
The Strength of My Scars
Mervin and Jacqueline Thompson
Michael Thomsen and Susan 

Moses
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John and Patti Thornton
Timberwolf Anesthesia SC
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Susan Turnquist
Diane Ullom
Ryan and Karla Valusek-Strom
Richard Van Dyke
Daniel Vandersteen
Elyse Vandersteen
Fransheska Vasquez
Heather Vedbraaten
Jessica Vedbraaten
Roger Verduzco
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Kathryn Vincent
Ana Voss
Bradley Warner and Lisa Turner
Samuel and Jennifer Watson
Terri Weaver
John Weber
Brooke Wetzel
Irina White

Noah and Kirsten Willenbring
Steve and Dee Williams
Chuck and Linda Willihnganz
Michelle Willihnganz
Gene and Marion Wise
Jessica Wittenberg
Kathy Woods
Vir Yadav
Yuha Yoo
Shawn and Andrea Zack
Sandy Zaic
Anita Zum

In Memory
Mary Aguilera
Dr. Bret Betterman
Marie Heilman
Ann Holland
Lucy Jo Koppel-Lee
Dr. Richard Marnach
William L. Murray
Andrea Schmidt
Dr. Warren Schueneman
Dr. Jim Sidman
Hans Ulland

In Honor
Dorothy Barr 
Judy and Kevin Deutsch-Renier
Samantha Chaplin
Delaila Cruz
Dr. James Ducharme
Thomas and Jeanne Fansler
Dan and Kristen Forseth and 

family
Dr. Michael Fritz 
Brian and Kelly Gill and family
Samantha Henry
Claire Hermes
Brian, Rose and Eric Johnson
Craig Johnson
Drew, Theresa, Benet, Mallory, 

Kaisa and Saxon Johnson
Marilou Johnson

Mary, Rick, Andrea, Adam and 
Ryan Johnson

Todd Johnson
Lora Koppel
Sally Lannin
Hailey Laspi
Michelle, Jody, David and 

Marissa LeBlanc
Shelby Palmi
Theresa Philbin
Colleen Renier
Hugh, Kris, Erin and Timmy 

Renier
Pat Renier
Dr. Sam Renier 
Steve, Karin, Jake and Katie 

Renier
Dr. Karen Resch 
Dr. Daniel Sampson
Dr Rajbir Sarpal and Kristin 

Woody
Linda and Rich Sedgwick
Veronika Skorich
Megan Sparks
Kathleen Steffes-Valusek
Ernie and Mary Stelzer 
Susan Turnquist
Dr. Trish Valusek
Kathy Valusek
Theodore Weber
Zerafina

In Kind
4imprint
Ana Aurora Amaya
Arlo Kemp Fitness LLC
Gail Baev
BarkBox
Dorothy Barr
Beacon Pointe
Vickie L. Bilder
Bodies by Burgoon
Bogart’s Doughnuts
Bolé Ethiopian Cuisine
Breakthru Beverage Minnesota
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Brown Farrington Private Wealth 
Management Group, Wells 
Fargo

Jason Burgoon
Cafe Latte
Canterbury Park
Maggie Cavanaugh
Samantha Chaplin
City Dental
Tim Clark
Dr. Kathy Clinch
Coalition Restaurant
CTY Health
Dakota Cooks
Jason DeShaw
Dock 6 Pottery
Discover Strength
Duluth Playhouse
Eagle Brook Church Sewing 

Team
Vincent and Traci Esades
Firestone Natural Rubber, 

Bridgestone Americas
First Avenue
Amy Fischer
Glensheen Mansion
Phyllis Gowin 
Great Lakes Aquarium
Pam Grossman
G’s Giving Gowns
Molly Heidt
Honey & Rye Bakehouse
House of Comedy
Invictus Brewing Company
IV Nutrition
Kendra Scott
Courtney Kiernat
Knockaround Sunglasses 
Kohl’s Resort
Lora Koppel
Sarah Kreykes
Kwik Trip
Lake Avenue Restaurant and Bar
Lake Superior Railroad Museum
Lakes Dermatology
Lincoln Park Crafting Community 

Lunderby Photography
Cindy Markham
Emily McNamara
Laura Michaud
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
Minnesota Opera
Minnesota Orchestra
Minnesota Twins
Minnesota Vikings
Minnesota Wild
Minnesota Zoo Foundation
Mitrebox Framing Studio
Modo Yoga
Jim and Cindy Murphy
My Burger
Jen Nagorski
Nicole Twito Beauty
Northern Waters Smokehaus
Omni Viking Lakes Hotel
Doris Osuorah
Pediatric Services PA
PetSuites of Blaine
Pine Tree Pottery
Nicolas Pongratz
Punch Pizza
Pyres Brewing Company
R.F. Moeller Jeweler
Rawr Organics
Kathy Rolling
Rudy Luther Toyota
Zinda Schaefer^
Scanlan International
Science Museum of Minnesota
Barbara Sculati
Veronika Skorich
Mary Jo Smith
Sociable Cider Werks
Anthony Sorensen
Megan Sparks
St. Paul Saints
Stages Theatre Company
Amy Stinson
Stone Creek Coffee Factory
Styled by Candee
Sunnyside Gardens
Adam Swanson

Tareen Dermatology
The Bond Between
The Works Museum
Thomas Liquors
Three Rivers Parks District
Top Golf
Traditions Home Furnishings 
Travail Kitchen + Amusements
Treasure Island Resort & Casino
Tubac Golf Resort & Spa
Susan Turnquist
Utepils Brewing Company
ValleyFair
Dr. Trish Valusek
Dr. David Vandersteen
Veinlite
Vikre Distillery
Woof Central
YogaFit Studios
Yum! Kitchen and Bakery
Yumi Restaurant + Bar

Volunteers
Amina Adem
Aliza Ameen
Dr. Joe Arms
Tedbabework Ayele, NP
Ingrid Bakken
Nicole Bakken
Dody Barr, RN
Sue Baysden
Saikou Beyai, CRNA
Vickie Bilder
Laurie Boeser
Beth-Ann Bloom
Angie Boehmer, RN
Bill Brink
Hayley Bye, RN
Dr. Chandra Castro
Chelsey Cate, RN
Maggie Cavanaugh, RN
Dr. Philip Chaffin
Dr. Joey Chang
Samantha Chaplin, RN
Dr. Siva Chinnadurai

Kelsey Chinnadurai, FNPC
Dr. Marty Clayman
Dr. Kathy Clinch
Dr. Megan Clinton
Diane Cross
Cathy Cook, CRNA
Dr. Pankaj Dangle
Wanda DeHaan, RN
Jason DeShaw
Dr. Britta Dosland
Jessica Driscoll, RN
Jim Ducharme, CRNA
Amy Erlandson, RN
John Erlandson, CRNA
Traci Esades
Markus Faeldonea, RN
Peter Falker
Laura Farr, RN
Amy Fedie, CRNA
Dr. Bruce Ferrara
Amy Fischer
Julie Flicker
Dr. Michael Fritz
Riley Foss, RN
Dr. Janelle Fox
Brandy Galloway
Dr. Zipporah Gathuya
Jan Gauger, NP
Jenessa Hall, RN
Cindy Halverson
Dave Halverson
Gina Hartman, RN
Jamie Hartung, CRNA
Randall Hanson
Sue Hanson
Dr. Jesse Hennum
Daija Hobin
Gina Holcomb
Cheryl Holihan, RN
Carol Holmes
Amy Houston
Jamie Huffman, CRNA
Monisha Husom, CNP
Wyn Huynh, CRNA
Dr. Tuta Ion
Dr. Luke Jakubowski
Malane Johnson, RN
Mary Johnson, RN
Tenneh Johnson, RN
Francine Kane
Dr. Greg Kelts
Charlee Kimmes, RN
John Klos
Amethyst Knight, CST
Sandy Konstandinou, RN
Anna Koppel, RN
Jim Koppel
Lora Koppel, RN
Dr. Nathan Kreykes
Sarah Kreykes
Katie Lane
Sally Lannin
Danny Lee
Tammy Lester, RN
Molly Levy, RN
Mike Lockwood, CRNA
Dr. Jorge Lujan
Jan Martland
Melanie McCall
Taylor McDaniels, RN
Dr. Paul Melchert
Laura Michaud, RN
Cindy Mord, RN
Nolan Morice
Tetee Morris, RN
Lloyd Nagbe, CRNA
Diane Nagell

Jen Nagorski
Ruby Nguyễn
Teresa Nierste, RN
John Norberg
Tracy Olmscheid, CRNA
Angie Olson, RN
Dr. Kevin Umani Okech
Lisa Oman
Doris Osuorah, RN
Patrick Otis, CRNA
Kaili Palattao
Jessica Palmi
Colleen Peterson
Neal Peterson
Dr. Raj Petersson
Theresa Philbin, RN
Nicolas Pongratz
Emmalyn Pothen
Lynn Randall, CRNA
Dr. Karen Resch
Ellen Reynolds, APRN
Dr. Jon Robitschek
Dr. Anton Rohan
Dr. Brianne Roby
Jeannette Romero
Taylor Rumsey, CST
Mallory Ryan, RN
Dr. Daniel Sampson
Zinda Schaefer
Becca Schmidt
Marissa Schmidt
Dr. Andrew Scott
Linda Sedgwick, RN
Amanda Skorich
Liam Skorich
Amy Smith, RN
Mary Jo Smith, CRNA
Dr. Matthew Solomon
Amy Stinson
Todd Stinson
Jen Sturm, CRNA
Sam Swanson, CRNA
Travis Tanberg, CRNA
Dr. Dave Tetzlaff
Dr. Naomi Tetzlaff
Susan Turnquist, RN
Dr. Trish Valusek
Dr. David Vandersteen
Elyse Vandersteen
Jenifer Vanek
Wendy Vaughan, RN
Ana Vazquez Rojas, RN
Heather Vedbraaten
Jessica Vedbraaten
Garrett Vincent
Laura Vincent
Mary Jo Wagner
Sharalee Walton, RN
Marissa Wat, CRNA
Terri Weaver
Karen Wilkerson, RN
Kirsten Willenbring, RN
Norie Wilson, RN
Dr. Tim Wood
Dr. Betty Wu
Sarah Yeakel
James Zimmerman

Heritage Society 
Members
Zinda Schaefer
Jack and Megan Sparks
Dr. Craig Smith
Virginia Smith
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Be the light

Children’s Surgery International 
has once again earned top ratings 
and outperforms most charities in 
financial health, accountability and 
transparency. We take our professional 
duty to our donors seriously. Through 
prudent investment and spending 
in accordance with our donors’ 
expectations and with our mission, 
vision and values at the forefront, we 
maximize each and  
every dollar.

CSI meets highest 
giving standards

GIVE NOW



It’s CSI’s biggest night of the year! Join us 
and be the light that changes a child’s life 
and makes a lasting impact for children and 
communities in need.
• Support CSI’s mission through silent and live auctions.

• Connect with others who care deeply about increasing 
access to essential and life-changing healthcare around 
the globe. 

• Participate in fun games and activities.

• Hear about our work this year and what’s in store for the 
year ahead.

• RETURNING THIS YEAR:  
The Golden Ticket raffle –  
win YOUR CHOICE of a Live Auction 
item! Only 100 tickets available for 
purchase, $200 each. The drawing 
takes place before the Live Auction begins.

Omni Viking Lakes Hotel 
2611 Nordic Way, Eagan, MN

NEW 
THIS 
YEAR

Sponsors are the backbone of the CSI Gala. Individuals and 
businesses interested in leading the success of our largest  
fundraiser of the year should contact Megan Sparks at  
megan@childrenssurgeryintl.org to learn more.

Registration will be available in March. 
For more more information, go to  
childrenssurgeryintl.org/events.
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Be the light
20TH ANNUAL CSI GALA

SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2025

ADVANCE VIP CHECK-IN WITH BUBBLY 
FOR EVENT SPONSOR ATTENDEES.

GALA SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

GOLDEN
TICKET



Be the light Liberia:
January 16 – 26

Ethiopia:
February 13 – 23

Mexico:
October 3 – 8

Ethiopia: 
October 16 – 26

The Gambia: 
November TBD

2025 TRIPS

99 5th Avenue NW, Suite 100
New Brighton, MN 55112

GALA IN-KIND  
DONATIONS NEEDED

We are seeking in-kind donations 
for our gala’s auctions and games. Your 

generous in-kind donations will directly 
support our life-changing work. 

Ideal donation ideas include unused gift cards, 
event tickets, unique experiences, golf rounds, 
vacation rentals, gift baskets and more.

To contribute, please contact us at  
info@childrenssurgeryintl.org. MORE GALA 

DETAILS 
INSIDE


