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Celebrating 15 years of partnership in Mexico

CSl made its 15th annual surgical trip
to Hermosillo, Mexico, in October, and
we were especially excited to celebrate
our Quinceafiera — a unique 15-year
collaboration between CSI, CIMA Hospital
in Hermosillo, Voluntariado CIMA, and
St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic in Nogales,
Arizona. Working hand in hand with our
supportive partners, we have been able to
provide top-notch surgical and ongoing care
for more than 750 children over the years.

One of the benefits of this
collaboration is that many children return
annually for evaluation and often, more
surgery. On this trip, three patients who
have had multiple surgeries with us in
the past were told they had completed
treatment and have “graduated” from the
program. Our team could tell immediately
who these kids were, as they emerged
from the evaluation with huge smiles and
their mothers crying happy tears.

For the first time ever on a CSl surgical
mission trip, surgeons performed a
combination free flap/bone graft surgery.

José, 14, had such a large fistula (hole) in
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the roof of his mouth that it could not be

closed with a standard surgical procedure. Keep up with CS| when we're

abroad. Visit the trip blog at
childrenssurgeryintl.org/blog

Dr. Mike Fritz (facial plastic surgeon) and
Dr. Dan Sampson (oral and maxillofacial
surgeon), aided by CSl and local
Hermosillo staff, harvested a small section
of tissue from José’s thigh, along with the
vessels that supply blood to that tissue.
This tissue was then transplanted into his

mouth and sutured into vessels in the neck

Pictured above: CIMA’s Dr. Guillermo
Hernandez, CSl’s Dr. Dan Sampson
and CSlI's Dr. Mike Fritz.

to provide blood flow. The surgeons were
then able to close the fistula, and at the
same time insert a bone graft
into his upper palate. w
What does this mean for José
and his future? After a relatively
easy recovery, he should
experience improved speech,
nutrition and appearance. Next
he will be fitted for braces,
further improving his speech
and appearance. This surgery
enables him to make an
enormous leap forward in his
quality of life. We are so proud of
the CSl and CIMA surgical team!
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José, 14, received life-changing surgery
from the CSI and CIMA surgical team in
Mexico this fall.

one child at a time.




Fall happy hour

In November, CSl hosted its annual fall
happy hour at Royal Foundry Craft Spirits
in Minneapolis. Over 90 friends joined us
to enjoy tasty hors d'oeuvres and craft
cocktails while learning about our recent
work in Mexico and Ethiopia. Mission
team members Dr. Brianne Roby, Dr. Dan
Sampson, Linda Sedgwick and Amy Fischer
shared exciting updates and compelling
stories of determination and hope.

We also were able to celebrate and
honor Sue Baysden, CSl's administrator
for over 15 years, as she moves into
retirement.

It was wonderful to see many trip
volunteers as well as former board

members. A big thank you to our
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The 16th Annual CS] Gala

We invite you to join us for our annual
fundraising gala on May 2 at Minneapolis
Event Center. Each year, volunteers, friends,
healthcare providers and community
members gather to celebrate and support
the work of Children’s Surgery International.

CSl is committed to making a lasting
impact in the communities we serve. We
work to provide access to pediatric surgical
and routine healthcare through a patient-
centered care delivery and teaching model.
Our volunteer teams work collaboratively
with and educate local peers so children
can access high-quality surgical care in their
community — both during a CSI mission
and long after our team has departed.

Board member Norie Wilson and Sue Baysden
at CSl's fall happy hour in November.

speakers, those who planned this event,
and most importantly our friends who
attended. Each and every dollar raised
helps to support children, families and

communities in need.

Save the date for our next event in the community

on July 29 at Indeed Brewing Company.

Join us on May 2 and be the light that
changes a child’s life and makes a lasting

impact for communities in need.
¢ Enjoy cocktails and a delicious meal

¢ Connect with others who care deeply

about making a difference in the world

e Hear about our work this year in Mexico,

Ethiopia, Liberia and Tanzania
¢ Learn about our plans for the year ahead
¢ Participate in exciting new games

e Support CSl's mission through the silent
and live auctions, direct donations and

other activities

Look for your invitation in

the mail in March.

New CSI staff

Sue's departure was a big change
for CSl but also an opportunity. To help
the organization meet the demands
of our already busy trip schedule
and look to the future, we made the
decision to create two new part-time
staff positions: one to focus exclusively
on trip planning and execution and
the other to focus on communications
and office management. With this new
structure, we are pleased to now have
three part-time staff members supporting
the work of our volunteers and partners.
Executive Director Megan Sparks and
the CSI board of directors are thrilled to

welcome:

Lisa Masterson
Mission Operations Manager

Jen Nagorski
Office and Communications Manager



On each CSl trip, we measure success in numbers — surgeries performed,
children evaluated, etc. But success can also be measured in our hearts on each

trip, and the November trip to Ethiopia was no different:

Yihune, 15 years, first came to us last March

with a complex urological problem that caused
incontinence. He mostly wore sarongs because
he was always wet, and he had stopped attending
school. CSl surgeons performed a large surgery
on his bladder. On our November screening

day, Yihune walked in smiling, wearing jeans and

told us how he had returned to school. He had
his second and final surgery and is a shining example of why we do what we do.

Yihune's life has been changed.

Yohannes, 10 months, arrived in his pregnant
mother's arms after two long days of travel.
Unfortunately, they arrived after the surgery
schedule was full. Despite considerable
deliberation, the team couldn’t accommodate
Yohannes' cleft lip surgery. Tears were shed as
they were told that space would be held for him
in March. Despite this recommendation, mom

returned, pleading to be included. As chance

would have it, another family didn’t show up,
making space available for Yohannes. Mom said she was lucky, but we knew it was

less about luck and more about her tenacious love for her son.

Abuzer, 1 year, had been turned away by CSI

last March because he was too young to have his
cleft lip repaired. They returned for our November
screening, but the two-day trip by bus and foot
prevented them from arriving on time. Undeterred,
mom was still at the hospital on our first day of
surgery. We told her to go home and come back
in March. On our second day, she was still at the
hospital. Again, she was told to go home. On the
third day, our surgeons said they would be able to
add one surgery. We went to the lobby to see if

by chance Abuzer and his mom were still waiting.
They were! The surgery was a success, and we expect Abuzer to return in March for

cleft palate repair. A mother's resolve is a powerful force.

Planned gift funds fall
Ethiopia mission

CSl was honored to receive
an estate gift from longtime CSI
supporter Ronald Briggs in 2019. Mr.
Briggs' decision to include CSl in his
will resulted in a gift that fully funded
our fall Ethiopia surgical mission. We
are grateful for this generous legacy
support; Mr. Briggs' gift has made a
profound lasting impact in Ethiopia.

To learn more about including
CSl in your estate planning, contact
Executive Director Megan Sparks at
megan@childrenssurgeryintl.org
or 612-746-4082.

223%

team members children

evaluated on
screening day

surgical

teaching &
collaboration

nursing

lectures additional children
came throughout the
week and were put on

our screening list for
March 2020
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Liberia 2020

Recent mission: Liberia

Read updates from CSl's latest trip in
the next issue, or follow the CSI blog at

childrenssurgeryintl.org/blog
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