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A Partnership for Liberia
By Dan Adomitis 

Firestone Natural Rubber Company and Liberia have partnered in the production of natural 
rubber for more than 80 years. Working together, the company and the Liberian people have 
made rubber the nation’s second largest export. Firestone Natural Rubber Company is deeply 
committed to providing jobs, education, housing, infrastructure, health care services and 
environmental stewardship to ensure Liberia’s success – now and into the future.
The partnership has not always been easy. In 1989, Charles Taylor and his NPFL rebel group 
launched a rebellion against the government of Liberia. Civil war ensued among various tribal 
groups and the country suffered an estimated 300,000 deaths before the fighting ended in 
2003. In addition to the human carnage, the infrastructure of the country was laid to waste. 
Most buildings, including hospitals, were looted, burned and destroyed. At the end of the 
war the nation was left without power, water and sanitation, and most foreign investors and 
businesses left the country. Today, about 80% of Liberians remain unemployed.
Firestone’s operations were not spared the war. The factory, worker housing, schools, power 
transmission, vehicles and hospital were severely damaged. However, despite the challenges, 
Firestone Natural Rubber Company has remained committed to the country and the people of 
Liberia and has invested more than $100 million in projects. 
Company President Dan Adomitis recalls the daunting task of rebuilding the hospital. ”I was not 
sure how long it would take to rebuild the 300 bed hospital or, frankly, if it was even possible. 
We worked almost three years and when the work was completed, I realized the real work of 
rebuilding the skills and equipment necessary to serve the community was just beginning.”
During this time, Adomitis searched for ways to move the hospital to a higher standard of care. 
He determined the hospital would need more than simple business management. It would need 
the mentorship of health care professionals in the United States to model and teach modern 

technique and technology. “I thought a 
sister hospital in the U.S. might be part of 
the solution,” recalls Adomitis. But he knew 
it could be a long process.
It was then he received a phone call from 
Dr. Peter Melchert of CSI. Melchert was 
surveying the few healthcare facilities in 
Liberia for a future mission and contacted 
Adomitis to see if there was any interest in 
a partnership. 
“I was elated to receive Peter’s call,” said 
Adomitis. “I had hoped CSI could help 
direct me to the resources I needed to 
improve the hospital. Ultimately, it was the 
resource!”

The 10th Annual 
Passport to Smiles Gala

Millennium Hotel 
Minneapolis 

Saturday, May 3, 2014 
The event promises to entertain: 

live and silent auctions, great food, 
inspired speakers, and fascinating 
conversation is just the beginning!

More on our website:
www.childrenssurgeryintl.org 

Save the Date!
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Patients and families waiting to be screened
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CSI’s first mission to Firestone Duside hospital in 2010 was 
greeted by hundreds of people seeking surgical help lined 
up outside the hospital. “It was truly overwhelming,” recalls 
Adomitis. At its close, CSI had performed a record number of 
surgeries in a single mission.
In November 2013, CSI and Firestone hosted their fifth mission 
at Duside. This mission marked over 600 hundred children who 
have received life-changing surgeries through CSI. Through 
this partnership, Firestone Duside has elevated it standard of 
care in the community. More importantly, the staff of Firestone 
Duside has gained valuable knowledge and skills. Dr. Lawrence 
Sherman, Chief Surgeon at the Firestone Medical Center, 
can now independently perform cleft lip and palate surgeries. 
Adomitis notes, “With each mission, the partnership deepens 
and the CSI team continues to take on more challenging cases. 
I view this as a sign of confidence in the Firestone staff to 
continue the patient care after the mission is over.”
“The CSI mission has not only made the children of Liberia 
better, it has made us better, says Adomitis, and that is 
‘good business’ in anyone’s book.”

(continued from page 1)
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A Mother’s Love
By Lora Stege Koppel 

In October a young mother arrived at 
CIMA Hospital with her 5 month old 
baby. She wanted her baby, who had 
been born with a cleft lip and palate, 
to be seen by the CSI medical team. 
The young woman was poor and 
spoke no English but was determined 
to get help for her daughter.
As I listened to her story I was 
reminded of the power of a mother’s 
love. To get the daughter the care 
she needed, the mom needed to 
travel by bus from her village 7 hours 
away from the hospital. I asked 
her how she managed to get to the 
hospital having no money. She told me that with the help of St 
Andrew’s Clinic, she made flower bouquets, collected pots and 
pans, and cooked tacos. She than held a raffle, sold tickets and 
was able to make just enough money for the bus ticket.
Camilla had surgery the next day; mom could barely wait to 
bring her home and show everyone. Another wonderful moment 
for a mother and her child.

CSI in Bangladesh: An Ongoing Partnership
There is considerable 
excitement in the air 
at Children’s Surgery 
International as we prepare 
for our 3rd surgical mission 
to Rangpur, Bangladesh. 
The journey began in 2010 
when Fazly Alahi, a native of 
Bangladesh currently living 
and working in Minnesota with 
his family, contacted CSI here 
in Minnesota. He had a dream 
to make a connection 
between the U.S. and 
Bangladesh that could bring 
much-needed medical care 
and education to his home 
country.
Building on the success of our first two missions, our team of 25 
will travel to Bangladesh in February 2014 from various parts of 
the U.S. including Pennsylvania, Arizona, Virginia, Minnesota, 
North Carolina, Massachusetts, and Maryland. They will bring 
with them their incredible talents, enthusiasm to heal, and 
willingness to teach as well as learn from others. 
The three surgeons joining us all specialize in Pediatric 
Facial Plastic and Reconstructive surgery. Other volunteers 
include logistics specialists, nurses, anesthesiologists, nurse 
anesthetists, operating room specialists, biomedical engineer, 
plus an interpreter. We are so fortunate to have yet another 
amazing group of volunteers willing to share their time and 
talents.

Surgeons at work during the mission.

The hospital in Bangladesh.

Camilla and her mother, 
before and after the surgery
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News From the CSI Board of Directors
CSI Remembers Dr. Richard “Dick” Marnach
Excerpts from Lynn Randall’s tribute

It is with heavy hearts that CSI says 
“goodbye” to a dear friend, mentor, 
and peer. Dr. Marnach, or Dick as his 
peers referred to him, was a founding 
member of Children’s Surgery 
International. Much more than his 
impressive resume, Dick represented 
the spirit of CSI in his continuous 
dedication to the wellness of children 
around the world. 
Throughout his tenure, Dick served 
on 30 medical missions spanning three continents, and had 
great impact transforming the lives of hundreds of children from 
Mexico to Liberia. His greatest desire was to provide healing 
and education towards the wellbeing of others. 
Dr. Marnach once said that “the advantage of medicine is that 
you’re relating to people. You’re taking care of people. That’s 
the way I work, the way I see life.” 
To Dick, success was not in financial achievement but rather 
“using our talents in the best way possible to make the world a 
better place.” He firmly believed he had accomplished that, and 
I know that he did too, and so much more.

Welcome Linda Sedgwick and Norie Wilson
Last fall CSI welcomed Linda Sedgwick, 
RN, CPNP and Norie Wilson, RN to the 
Board of Directors. Both women have 
served on CSI mission trips and have been 
on the Annual Passport to Smiles Gala 
Committee. Their established involvement 
made them ideal canidates for and 
wonderful additions to our board. 
Both women have wonderful ideas and 
great energy; we are excited to start a new 
year with them on the Board!
For more on our new and existing Board 
Members, visit our website: 
http://www.childrenssurgeryintl.org/who-
we-are/board-staff

Dr. Richard Marnach, MD
May 19, 1954 – May 3, 2013
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top: Linda Sedgwick
bottom: Norie Wilson

For all he’s contributed over 
the years, Riley Nelson could 
be considered CSI’s resident 
artist, or more specifically, 
“caricature-ist”. 
Riley continues to delight the 
CSI community, not only with 
his talents as an artist but 
also for his commitment and 
contributions to the children 
CSI aids. 
A heartfelt “Thank You” to Riley 
and his continued support!

St. Kate’s Students Choose CSI for Social 
Entrepreneurship Project
CSI is always 
looking for ways 
to partner with 
organizations 
throughout the Twin 
Cities and beyond. 
Our partnership 
with with 3M was made through Board Member Con Nguyen.  
Through Con, a connection with St. Catherine’s was established 
and we were lucky enough to work this fall with students in the 
Social Entrepreneurship program. 
Throughout the course, the students do a market analysis and 
assess and analyze the organization’s current branding, sales, 
operations, funding, and financial projections. They then put 
together a formal proposal on how the organization can use 
social networks and other multi-media to promote and enhance 
the organization’s visibility in their sphere or industry.
The course is sponsored in part by 3M, and when looking at 
non profit organizations for the class CSI was selected. The 
11 students who worked on this project presented their final 
summary to the CSI Board in December.
Thanks to Con for the opportunity to partner with such a 
respected and well established institution, and to the students 
of St. Kate’s for their phenomenal work and valuable 
information which will help us as we expand our presence in the 
non-profit world.

Riley Nelson Supports CSI With Art
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$1-99
Rosanna Ash
Susan Baysden
Roberta Bauman
Jill Bezecny
Elaine Benson Moosbrugger
Ronald & Susan Bermel
Mary Bye
Donna Campbell
Linda Case
Philip Cochran & Mary Nichols
Thomas & Maria Coffman
Toni Crockett
Robert Dickhaus & Patricia Frolen
Sarah Emery
Sou Eng
Gloria Freeman
Nancy Garwick
Micahel Gotzsche
Michelle Hallling
Cathy Halstead
Rowie & Bruce Hansberger
Lila Hanson
Ellen Harrison
Erik Hassenstab
John & Jennifer Hayes.Jr
Jelan Heidelberg
Jim & Evan Hermodson
Maxine Holland
Joseph Houle
Sheila Jessen
Fred Kalinoff
Ione Kelly
Jan & Bill Kimes
Catherine Koski
Jennifer Kreiman
Rick & Sarah Lanners
Robert & Lois LaQua
Barbara Leibundguth
Lori Loch
Ruth Lotzer
Frank & Phyllis Mach
Harold Mattke
Gregory & Kristin Meyer
Paul & Joyce Melchert
Margaret Nielsen
Doris Osuorah
Leonette Pastoors
Philip Piah
Eddie & Kim Poplawski
Roman Melamed & Irnia Rukina
Raymond & Joan Miller
Libby Pomroy
Leroy Sheller
Beth Sikkema
Eileen Smith
Ernie Stelzer
Dennis and Nancy Stanga
Doug & Cory Tate
Tim  & Diane Thorpe
Alison Tomlinson
Peter & Susannah Trebtoske
Ellen Wolfson

$100-199
Joseph Akornor
Benzir Ahmed
Kris Amon
Merlyn &Karen Andersen
Rosanna Ash
Meghan Blodgett
Chris Bowron & Katina Kaalberg
Michael & Sandra Brandt
Georgia Braulick
Allyson Brotheson
Tricia Cabrera
Beth Cairns

Linda Carlstedt
Mary & Steve Cary
Mike Chapman
Elaine Cobourn
Deb Brisch Cramer
Don Darden
Jeanne & Michael Dechiario
James Dunn
Daryl & Joan Franklin
Richard & Susan Fritz
Roger Frommelt
Nancy Garwick
Ali Habib
Katie Hagen
Julie Halling
Lila & Clifford Hanson
Ellen Harrison
Jerry & Lois Heimlich
John & Karen Hick
Michael Hicks
Kim Horton
John & Alice Johnson
James Leopold
Christopher Lynch
Lael McAuliffe
Laura Mehr
Paul & Joyce Melchert
Mike  & Karen Meloch
Les & Rosalind Mohler
Sheri & Brett Morse
Richard, Nanette & Riley Nelson
Mark Olive & Nancy Stege
Claire & Anil Poulose
Pam & Mark Resler
Lynn Rule
Bob & Bobbie Schopp
Glenda & Jerry Severson
Mary Skelley
Lynne Soderlund
Oliver Stocker
Alana Suomela
Elisabeth Turner
Ron & Judy Vessey
Michael & Janet Wagner
Elizabeth Weiser
Marion & Gene Wise
David Zanick

$200- 499
Jim & Jullia Adams
Diane Adamski
Fazly Alahi & Tasneem Rashid
Aliza Ameen & John Sullivan
Dave Andrews
Chris Anderson
Dody Barr
April Beltran
Derek Kofi Boahene
Vija Brookshire & Julieann  Swanson
Stephanie & Craig Bowron
Michael & Sandra Brandt
Mary Bye
Mitchell Chermack
Daniel Chow
Peter & Beth Clarine
Catherine Cook
Nancy Corcoran 
Carol Markham Cousins & Rick Cousins
Marianne Chronley
Chris Egert
Gregory  Ennen
Sandra Evenson
Barbara Forster
Celeste Gaiser
Laura Glass
Otto & Kirsten Gotzsche
Peter & Marsha Hagen

Julie & Gordon Hampson
Diane Hanson
Lori Hart
Amy Hassenstab
Judith Heimer
Steve & Melissa Helland
Jesse Hennum
Peter Hilger
Kristine Holton
Katie Houle
Howard & Carol Johnson
Joel  Johnson
Beth Janeczko
Patience Kankeh
Kendra Kern
Corrina Kettner
James King
Heather Kohs
Jennifer Kreiman & John Kachelmacher
Jan Martland & Brian Murphy
Carmelle McHarg
Molly McIntyre
Kathryn McRae & Bill Beltz
Salman Mitha
Tom & Louise Montague
Eric Moore
Jill Moore
Jacquelyn Morillo Delerme
Mary Mullowney & Dennis Wilson
Conrad Nguyen
Judy Nieuwenhuis
Vicki Olson
Nick & Meghan Paluck
Danielle Patti
Jodi Pelkey
Rajanya Petersson
Chris & Dave Pokorney
Jason Pope
Kati Pownell
Leon Randall
LouAnn Randall
Marvin Rapp
Ellen Reynolds
Hampton Rich
Mary Kay Rossebo
Tracey Ryersee
Christa Rymel
Dave Salmi
Rajbir Sarpel
Andrew Scott
Paul & Marilyn Serber
Cheryl Shell
Tammy Skidmore
Julius Smith
Tom & Judy Stein
Steve & Nancy Struthers
Gerhard Stueve
Ashley Sullivan
Ida Belle Sweitzer
David Tetzlaff
Beth Talisman
Dee VanderPol
Anna Vazquez
Tom & Krista Warren
Tim Wood
Michael Wyllis

$500-999
Michael & Elizabeth Angel
Gerry & Lori Balder
Ronald Briggs
Daniel & Karen Brown
Pamela Clifton

A  H E A R T F E LT  ‘ T H A N K  YO U ’ T O  A L L  O U R  G E N E R O U S  D O N O R S . . .
Gloria & Craig Drake
Margaret  Dryden
Jim & Bonnie Ducharme
Michael & Janelle Fox
Michael Goetzsche & Mary Moench
Jon Grischkan & Jenny Slate
Kristi Holton
Virginia & Steve Hustead
Gary Janisch
Mary Johnson
David & Jenny Keil
Lora & Jim Koppel
Joyce Lander
Tim Lander
Charles & Jennifer Malaret
Paul Melchert & James Zimmerman
Nichole & Andy Moffitt
Robin Oertel
Nik Patronas
Neal Peterson & Deanna Thompson
Lynn & Ruthanne Randall
Maria Rubin
Steve & Laurie Samuelson
Daniel & Maja Salmon
Daniel Sampson & Melanie McCall
Tamara & Jim Schafer
Linda & Richard Sedgwick
George & Rosemarie Steiner
William Dickey & Karen Steiner
Charlie & Katie Stewart
Susan Streitz
Robert & Amy Tibesar
Trish Valusek
Dave Vandersteen
Mark & Claudia Westholder
Norie Wilson
Patrick Yoon

$1,000-2499
Michelle Abbott
Anne & John Adix
Anonymous
Gerald Altilio
Dave Boulware & Greta Chen
Ronald Briggs
Rosie & Brent Cataldo
Heather Cornwell
William & Kate Cullen
Nancy Desteno
Bruce & Karen Ferrara
Michael & Michelle Fritz
Linda Funk
Jan Gauger
John Hehre- Creative Processes Inc
Marian Hehre- Holiday Boutique
Carol & Thomas Holmes
Erik Hromatka
Robert & Joycelyn Johnson
Scott LeBard
DV & Shirley Mager
Al & Mary McQuinn
Luke & Jan Melchert
William & Lucille Murray
Rich & Kate Pehrson
Ryan & Kerry Rekuski
James & Sheren Rogne
Steve Schmidt & Mari Salveson
John  & Wendy Simon
The Stege Family
Marianne Seidenstricker
David & Naomi Tetzlaff
Dave & Victoria  Vandersteen
Jim & Rosie Vincent

. . . YO U R  S U P P O R T  O V E R  T H E  PA S T  Y E A R* H A S  B E E N  T R E M E N D O U S



Medical Arts Building • 825 Nicollet Mall Suite 706 • Minneapolis, MN 55402
Ph: 612.746.4082 • Fax: 612.746.4083 • info@childrenssurgeryintl.orgCheck us out online at www.childrenssurgeryintl.org. 

Changing lives, one child at a time

WINTER 2014

5

A  H E A R T F E LT  ‘ T H A N K  YO U ’ T O  A L L  O U R  G E N E R O U S  D O N O R S . . .
$2500+
Dan & Johnine Adomitis
Eric and Dr. Tracy Aanenson
Keith & Ann Bares
Larry Buchalter
Ron & Joan Cornwell
Tom & Jeanne Fansler
Evan Hermodson
Charles & Sally Lannin
Peter & Christine Melchert
Ronald & Linda Ott
Joanne & Harvey Peterson
Bill & Ruth Westhoff
Jane Woodward

Churches
Bethlehem Lutheran
Laketown Lutheran Church WELCA
St Alphonsus

Corporate
Allina Health System-Lori Hart David 
Tetzlaff
Assurant Inc- Laura LaPlante
Blue Cross Blue Shield-Fazly Alahi
Bridgestone Americas
Children’s Hospitals & Clinics
Community Asset Development Group
Community Shares- Thomson Reuters, 
Johnny & Jennifer Raiter, Mary Johnson
Engle Professional Associates
First State Bank of Wyoming
IBM
International Medical Center of MN
Key Surgical-Erik Hromatka
Neurosurgical Associates LTD-Dr. 
Mahmoud Nagib
Premier Bank
Tradition Capital Bank-Larry Schminski
Truist-Fazly Alahi, James Zimmerman, 
anon
United Way- Cargill Dorothy Guanella,
USBancorp- Karen Wallace

Foundation
Allina Health System
3M Foundation- Conrad Nguyen
Baird Foundation
Carl & Eloise Pohlad Family Foundation
Catholic Community Foundation - 
Quentin& Sally Heimerman
Catholic United Financial Foundation - 
Earl & Audrey Shamp
McKesson Foundation - Joel and Katie 
Johnson
Minneapolis Foundation - Mr. & Mrs. 
David Hubers
The O’ Connor Family Foundation
Paul & Patricia Curran Foundation
Rothfork Family Foundation
Cynthia & William Simon, Jr
Westhoff Family Foundation

Organization
Chaska Lions
Dollies Making a Difference
Good Thoughts Study Club

In Kind
3 M
Roberta Bauman
Bramstedt Surgical Inc
Dr. Brent Cataldo
Children’s Hospital and Clinics Biomed 
Dept

Dollies Making a Difference
Sandra Evenson
Debra Frasier
Gander Mountain
Christine Hehre
Kathryn Hehre
Carol Holmes
Crocus Hill School
Integra life
Tim Lander
Mayo Clinic
Murphy Warehouse-Richard T. Murphy, Jr 
Ann Marty
Carol Miller
Jeanne Mrozek
Pediatric Home Services
Rice Real Estate Company
Jim Seilbach
Zinda Schaefer
Michael Silvio
Space Labs
Thomson Reuter
Wagner Press
Barb Wiemann
Daniel Wu

Youth
Riley Nelson

In Honor Of
Dan Danahey
James Leopold
Owen Liskey
The marriage of Michelle and Hugo 
Doetsch
Michele Stewart
Bruce Ferrara
Keith & Ann Bares
Ellen Harrison’s Birthday
Maxine & Omer Hamer
Mary & Joel Johnson
Mary & Joel Johnson
Eleanor Nolting
Dolly Sichko
William & Ruth Stauffer
Larry & Julia Tonder
Michael & Carol Tveite
Paul & Betty Tveite
Fern Urbatsch
Janet Zehnder
Anna, Lora and Jim Koppel
Doug & Carolyn Pitman
Carol & Phil Koppel
Elizabeth Pitman
Judy Whitlock
Hailey Lynn Laspi’s 7th Birthday
Mike & Darlene Moen
Ann Opsteen
Vicki Olson
Julius JN Peet
Steven Peet
Of Christmas to Mr. & Mrs. Julius Peet
Steven Peet
Renier Family
Marilou Johnson
Donation of a Surgery in Honor Of 
Family
Mara and Budd Renier
Joe Renier
Colleen Renier

Sam Renier
Hugh Renier & Kristine Fossum
Donna Schroeder
Peggy Neibling
Doug Seipp
Chuck & Barb Seipp
Willy Smith & Denni Ann Gershaw 
Smith
Debbie Center
George & Rose Marie Steiner
Ernie Stelzer
Brent Sweitzer
Idabelle Sweitzer
Jeffrey Sweitzer
Ida Belle Sweitzer
Drs. David and Naomi Tetzlaff’s 
Wedding Anniversary
Erna & Glenn Peterson
David and Naomi Tetzlaff
Neal Peterson & Deanna Thompson
Mandy Vermedahl Birthday
Ruth Vermedahl
Tyler Zupancich
Linda Brandt
Chris & Teresa Zupancich

In Loving Memory
John Adomitis
Mary & Alex Batinich
Patricia & Charles Biddle
Jim & Jennine Bortmess
Bridgestone Americas Procurement/FSNR 
Group
Gregory Clark
Robert Clayton
Deloitte: Kevin Hunsinger, Anissa Nelson 
Carlisle, Sanjay Agarwal & John Ofori 
Betty & Tom Dowdy
Jeffrey Eberhard
Mark & Conchi Emkes
Patricia James
Mary & Joel Johnson
Christine Karbowiak & Martin Vanek
Pamela Kelley
Margaret Levine
Lion Copolymer - James Otis and friends
Ken & Linda Lyles
Jorge Pezzimenti
Pioneer Balloon
Patrick & Romila Rodrigo
David & Cindy Thomas
Ben Wise
Dorothy Wood
Jim Barbre
Joy Barbre
Ronald Bermel
Susan Bermel
Dale & Joan Boline
Audrey Franzwa
Melvin Franzwa
Friends
Nola Gauger
Mary Johnson
Jan Gauger & Friends

Bill Knight
Marilou Johnson
Drew Johnson
Mary Lenhardt
Professional Staff Children’s Hospitals 
and Clinics of MN
Mr. & Mrs. James Marentette

Harmony Levin
Irving Levin
Dick Marnach
Anonymous
Mary & Alex Batinich
Eugene & Karen Berg
Jeanne Branby & Timothy Nelson
Ron & Joan Cornwell
Kathryn Duevel
Jan Gauger
Gail & Randall Graese
Rebecca Hamilton
Deloris Harmon
Traci Herman
Peggy Hofmeister
Joel & Mary Johnson
Patty Kallevig
Colette Kasper
Cassie Kosson
Patricia Lavelle
Mary Lonneman
Orville Lonneman
Tasslyn Magnusson
Mary Marnach & Gil Boettcher
Teri Most, Shely, Marty & Tracey
Vicki Olson
Linda Reinhart
David Schmeling
Mark Sperka
Susan Streitz
Janet Wahl
Marcia Ward
Norie Wilson
Vern Mikkelsen
Robert Stein
Doris Olson
Mary & Alex Batinich
James Peltier
Ernie and Mary Stelzer
Richard Robles
Linda & Ronald Ott
Andrea Schmidt
Leslie & Daniel Schmidt

________________

*Thank you to all who have made 
a donation over the last year. 

We will be publishing our donor 
list annually. Donations made 
after December 1, 2013 will be 
recognized in 2014.      

. . . YO U R  S U P P O R T  O V E R  T H E  PA S T  Y E A R* H A S  B E E N  T R E M E N D O U S
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. . . A n  e v e n t  t o  b e n e f i t  c h i l d r e n  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d

Katie & Charley Stewart Erik Hromatka, Lindsay Vergin, 
Sarah Hromatka

Kate & Rich Pehrson Michael & Elizabeth Angel

Anne & John Adix, Naomi & Dave Tetzlaff Victoria & Dave Vandersteen Keith & Ann Bares Heather Kohs, Molly McIntyre

Melanie McCall and Dan Sampson Elizabeth Weiser, Linda Sedgwick, 
Lisa Turner

Sally & Charlie Lannin Chris Egert, Emcee

Stege and Koppel Family Volunteers Lynn Randall, Derek Kofi Boahene, Joseph 
Akornor

Sarah Knox, Auctioneer
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Chris Egert, Emcee

Jan Melchert, Lael McAuliffe, Luke 
Melchert

Pamela Marentette and Jesse 
Hennum

Ryan & Kerry Rekuski Neal Peterson and Deanna 
Thompson

Norie Wilson and Thomas 
Fansler

Ruthanne Randall, Jim & Lora 
Koppel, Jennifer Kreiman

Mahmoud & Nancy Nagib Leah Beno, Matt Palazzolo, 
Stephanie Rollag, Patrick Yoon

Deb Brisch Cramer, Marian and Christine 
Hehre, Lynn Soderlund, John Hehre

Tradition Capitol Bank Kristin Chrouser, Greta Chen, Dave 
Boulware, Peter & Christine Melchert

Alana & Mike Suomela Silent Auction and Cocktails Paul Melchert and James 
Zimmerman

Fazly Alahi, Trisha Rashid, 
Tasneem Rashid



CHILDRENS SURGERY INTERNATIONAL
Medical Arts Building
825 Nicollet Mall Suite 706
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Return Service Requested

Children’s Surgery International 
Board of Directors

CSI Board Chairman
Lora Stege Koppel, RN
CSI Board Treasurer
George Steiner
CSI Medical Director
Peter Melchert, MD

Administrator
Sue Baysden

Thomas Fansler
Bruce Ferrara, MD
John Hehre
Mary Johnson, RN
Tim Lander, MD
Sally Lannin
Conrad Nguyen
Lynn Randall, CRNA	
Linda Sedgwick, RN, CPNP
Norie Wilson, RN 

For more information or to make a donation, call 
or write to:
Children’s Surgery International
825 Nicollet Mall Suite 706
Minneapolis, MN  55402
Ph: 612.746.4082    
Fax: 612.746.4083
info@childrenssurgeryintl.org

You can also make a donation online at
www.childrenssurgeryintl.org

Another Successful Passport to Smiles Gala
The 9th Annual Passport to Smiles Gala was again one for the 
books. Each year we filli more tables with new faces and deepen 
our partnerships with long-standing supporters. And this translates 
directly into being able to affect more lives. 
We thank all of you who were able to be there with us either in 
physical presence or in spirit. If you weren’t able to join us this year, 
make sure to mark you calendars for next year!

SAVE THE DATE
10th Annual Passport to Smiles Gala

May 3, 2014
Millennium Hotel – Minneapolis

Getting Social: Stay connected with CSI
In the past few months CSI has revamped 
our social media strategy as we srtive to 
spread the word and inform more people 
about who we are and what we do. 
If you haven’t “Liked” us yet, head over to 
our Facebook page and give us a “thumbs 
up”. And be sure to check out our mission 
blog for real-time mission updates!


