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It is an extraordinary thing...

to have the opportunity to make a difference in a child’s life.
CSI had such an opportunity for the fourth year in a row in
Hermosillo, Mexico, through the continued collaboration of
St. Andrew’s Clinic in Nogales, Arizona, and CIMA Hospital
in Hermosillo. We, a team of 22 CSI volunteers, arrived at the
hospital to a crowd of excited parents, children, and volunteers
dressed as clowns and fairy godmothers. In unison, they
greeted us with a well-rehearsed “Welcome to Hermosillo!”
that brought tears to the eyes of many in our group. The trip
would be quick — only two days of surgery - but from the start
we knew that it would be special.

In just two days, we completed 38 surgeries, including cleft lip
repair, cleft palate repair, and rhinoplasties. The hours were
long, but we are all touched by the stories of our patients.

Amalia, for example. Amalia Milagros Torres Grijalva has not
always gone by the name Amalia. Blanca, as she was known
when she was born, was left in the hospital by her mother
when she was born two months premature with a cleft palate.
She spent her younger years in a state-run orphanage, and
when she had her first surgery at two years of age, Blanca
recovered in the home of one of the orphanage employees,
Sefiora Amalia Grijalva Carrillo. Sefiora Amalia and little
Blanca formed a strong bond that would prove unbreakable.
Blanca became Amalia when she moved in with Sefiora
Amalia, wanting to take her new mother’s name as she began
anew life. Sefiora Amalia already had two grown children, but
she took Amalia in and worked with her, as she struggled to be
understood by others. She always practiced saying certain
words before going to the store to pick up a few items because
others could not understand her. Seflora Amalia assured me
that this surgery would be life-changing for little Amalia,
providing her with more confidence and security in her future.
The same week that CSI operated to repair Amalia’s palate,
her adoption papers would become official and Amalia would
finally be her legal name.

It was also a monumental week for the family of Juan Pablo,
who was having his palate repaired, after CSI repaired his lip
last year. Unlike most of the children we saw, Juan Pablo was
there with only his father, whose wife, due to her anxiety over
her son’s surgery, went into labor early that morning and was
at another hospital. By 10:40 a.m., Juan Pablo’s little brother,
Carlos Daniel, had been born.

Dan Adomitis, who won the spot in the Gala auction in the
spring, filled one special spot on the trip. Dan is the President
of Firestone and became involved with CSI through their
Liberia mission. Firestone has 7,000 employees and more than
15,000 people living on their rubber farm in Liberia. Dan was
able to watch surgeries, talk with families, and experience the
difference CSI missions make first hand. He left hoping that
CSI will one day come to the hospital Firestone is opening in
December on its rubber farm in Liberia

Hermosillo Team: Diane Adamski, Dan Adomitis, Dodie Barr,
Denise Blankenship, Shelagh Cofer, Cathy Cook, Jim Ducharme,
Cathy Goedde, Shannon Hersey, Kris Herwig, Edlyn Kroening,
Mark Lahr, Peter Melchert, Eric Moore, Francis Owusu, Kate
Parrott, Ana Vasquez Rojas, Donna Schroeder, Elizabeth
Tiffany, Christopher Tolan, Norie Wilson, and Jennifer Worley.

CSI’s fourth year in Hermosillo was deemed “the most
successful CSI mission in Hermosillo ever” by the lady
volunteers from St. Andrew’s Clinic. This is a testament to the
effective collaboration that has been built between St.
Andrew’s Clinic, CIMA Hospital, and CSI.

Donations and Supplies Would Make
A Big Difference

We are often asked “how can I help with a mission. What
supplies are needed?” Every donation is viewed as a generous
gift for a child. Whether you give money, organize a fund-
raiser, or donate recovery room bag supplies, we appreciate it.
More importantly, the patients we operate on benefit. Every
mission requires both medical and non medical supplies. Our
medical supplies must be purchased and transported to our
host country. No expired items are used. Our medical
equipment is all purchased and maintained at the CSI office.

As we move forward in 2009 here is how you can help:

*Qrganize a fundraiser or have a party with the money raised
going to “give a child a smile” One of our CSI volunteers
would be happy to come to a meeting and explain/send a video
of previous missions.

*Collect supplies needed for a mission. We will provide you a
list of what goes into our recovery room bags. It is easy and
your donations will go directly to the children we operate on.
Things like crayons, notebooks, soap and toothpaste are just a
few of the items needed.

*Sew child-size hospital gowns or make small blankets.

(continued on page 2)




Donations and Supplies, continued from page 1

*Donate a gift or service to our Passport to Smiles silent
auction/fundraiser, held every year in April.

*Offer CSI storage space. We need a temperature controlled
space/storage locker.

We are also in urgent need of the following items for our next
mission: Toothpaste (preferably 7 oz.), Cups with lids, Spiral
notebooks (8x10 size).

We welcome donations organized by both kids and adults.
Please contact the CSI office for more information.
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Billy Madden entered a contest with Crayola.
He got a lemonade stand from them and he raised
about $90 for CSI!

Young at Heart

CSI is rebuilding the Youth Committee for 2009. Lora
Koppel, RN (CSI Board member) will become the new
chairperson. The goal is to determine the requirements and
roles youth volunteers can have with CSI. She is looking for 3
youth members (must be 18 years of age) and 3 adult members
who are energized and willing to make a one-to-two hour
commitment each month. Please contact CSI if interested.

CSI Board News

After several years of outstanding volunteerism with CSI, two
gifted nurses have recently joined the Board of Children's
Surgery International. Lora Koppel, who was featured in an
earlier newsletter, is our new Youth Development Chair. She
has also served on four missions; two to Ghana, one to Liberia
and she recently returned from Peru, where she served as
Clinical Coordinator. Lora is a nurse at Minneapolis
Children's West where she works in Same Day Surgery. As
Co-Chair of the April 18th Passport to Smiles Gala, Lora's
CSI responsibilities are many-fold. Her husband Jim, and
daughters Molly and Anna, lend ready hands to Lora's
important work for CSI.

Our other outstanding new board member is nurse Jan
Gauger, a neo-natal practitioner at Minneapolis Children's
Hospital. A native of Chicago, Jan visited her Minnesota
grandparents every summer in Winona, attended college at the
College of St. Theresa there, and has been a Minnesotan ever
since. She has been a practitioner since 1985, working for ten
years in Rochester and the past twenty in Minneapolis.

Her love of children is
evident in her work as
well as on our
missions where she
has served on teams to
Venezula, Peru, Ghana
and Mexico. Jan is
pictured here with two
of her Peruvian
patients.

Her best memories are "the looks on the faces of the parents
when they see that their children are all fixed," and continues
that "there is nothing like it."

For years, Jan has always been ready to lend a helping hand in
the packing and shipping of our medical supplies and is the
new Chair of our Missions Committee, which helps develop
new mission sites. She reports that she loves experiencing
cultures with which she would not have been acquainted if she
had not had the mission experience. Jan says, "We practice
medicine here in such a technical way, but on missions, we get
to really practice medicine, with very little paper work." She
feels that we can expand our work beyond repairing lips and
palates and is pleased that we are now performing urological
surgeries in Peru.

Welcome New Board Chair

Children's Surgery International welcomes our new Board
Chairman, John Zak, who succeeds the popular and long
serving Chair Mike Fairbourne. Mike has been a CSI Board
member since our earliest days and is always ready to help in
many capacities. He has helped guide us to missions in many
countries as well as helping establish personnel policies and
procedures. John , President of NorthStar Surgical, is
responsible for developing our new, productive business plan,
and recently served on our mission to Liberia.




CSI Donors -- May to November, 2008

$1-199.00

Anonymous

Diane Adamski

Rosanna Ash

Ralph & Joyce Bahr
Robert Barni

Dodie Barr

Mary Batinich

Ronald & Susan Bermel
Denise Blankenship

Lou Blemaster

David & Polly Boline
Chris Bowron

Michael & Sandra Brandt
Georgia Braulick
Dolores Brimhall

Alfred &Evelyn Burdorf
Patricia Cabrera

Donna Campbell
Suzanne Carlblom
George & Margaret Carter
Mary Cary

Iola Christopherson
Shelagh Cofer

Robert Collins

Catherine Cook

James & Elaine Cobourn
C.A. Creamer

Doris Daggett

Harlan & Sandy Dalbec
Dan Danahey

Duane Debower

Jim Ducharme

Rita Everett

Maria Ferrara

James Fornell

Gloria Freeman

Richard & Susan Fritz
Boyd Fuller & Lisa Foster
Nancy Garwick

Jan Gauger

Robert Gerhard
Raymond & Orpha Getty
Elizabeth Gleisner
Ehrhard & Bonnie Goebel
Cathy Goedde

Robert & Marilyn Haefner
Peter Hagen

Enid Hansing

Faye Hartranft

John & Jennifer Hayes
Mary Heller

Shannon Hersey

Kris Herwig

Michael & Ann Holland
Katie Houle

Rachel Hovland

Sally Howard

Michael & Sandra Hughes
William & Ardyce Jaeb
Marilou Johnson

Robert & Joycelyn Johnson
Kafe 421

Duane & Janet Kollar
Lora Koppel

Catherine Koski

Edlyn Kroening

John & Irene Krumm
Pauline Kuhn

Mark Lahr

Tim Lander

Robert & Lois LaQua

Rick & Sarah Lanners
Stanley & Luanne Lemberg
Barbara Leibundguth

Paula Lindgren
Christopher Lynch

Ruby Lynk

Frank Mach

Jessica Macone

Marvin & Diane Magnuson
Mary Ann Matson
Raymond Melamed, Irina Rukina
Kofi and Akua Mensah
Nicholas & Wendy Miller
Raymond & Joan Miller
Les Mohler

Tom & Louise Montague
Eric Moore

Leona Mortinson

Marla Mulaney

Kathleen Murphy & Deb Thorp
Doris Osuorah

Francis Owusu

Wayne Palmer

Sharon & Gary Parker
Jeroline Pavlak

Tim & Kiris Peterson
Dustin Pitlick

Emily & Jason Pope
Brandon Randall

Lynn Randall

Stanley & Marjorie Renken
Paul & Barbara Rogne

Ana Vazquez Rojas
Stephen & Kristyn Roman
Jodie Schafer

David & Rhonda Schoell
Roger & Angeline Schnobrich
Bob & Bobbie Schopp
Donna Schroeder

Robert Seestadt

Earl & Audrey Shamp
Robert Shannon

Lynne Soderlund

Miriam Soppeland

J. D. Stamler

Gerhardt Stueve

David Tetzlaff

Christopher Tolan

Gregg & Alison Tomlinson
Peter & Susannah Trebtoske
Francie Webber

Barb Wiemann

Norie Wilson

Gene & Marion Wise
Clarice Witt

Jennifer Worley

Michael Wyllis

$200-499

Anonymous

Ronald Briggs

Richard & Jean Darland

Otto Gotzsche

Jo Ann Marie Havel

Marian Hehre

Howard & Carol Johnson
Joyce & Leon Lander

Jan Martland & Brian Murphy
Richard & Janet Putnam
Karen Scholl

Marianne Seidenstricker
George & Rose Marie Steiner

$500-999.00

James & Joanne Amaral
Nancy Desteno

D.V. and Shirley Mager
Chris & Teresa Zupancich

$1000.00 +

Joy Barbre

Ron & Joan Cornwell
Jeanne Mrozek

William & Lucille Murray
Ronald Ott

Susan Streitz

Church
Laketown Luth. Church Women

Corporate
Gregory & Kathy Ennen AIG

Assurant- Laura Laplante
Children’s Hospital- Mary Johnson
McKesson- Joel Johnson

Thomson West- Amy Duder, Lisa
Mulrooney

United Way; Elizabeth Dega,
Deloiotte & Touche; B.J. Porten,
Robert Hyde, IBM; William
Hoffman, QWEST

Foundation

Heimerman Family Charitable
Fund of the Catholic Community
Foundation

McKesson Foundation

Rothfork Family Foundation
Smile Train

Schools and Youth

Mpls. School of Anesthesia Class
0f 2009 Jamie Martens, Scott
Halverson, Tara Hendrickson,
Anna Rutherford, Keith Werlinger,
Denise Heupel, Jen Batchhelder,
Lynn Elden, Katie Almquist,
Maryori Carmona, Melissa
Cannaday, Gary Hembd, Andy
Marston,Dave Kroll, Steve Towle,
Patty Akers, India Finke, Leeanne
Ritz

Francisco Diez

Billy Madden

Lynn Randall Family

Passport to Smiles Sponsor
Dick Marnach

Buy a Smile
Jan & Bill Kimes

Peter & Beth Fruehling

In Honor of

Peggy and Craig Blaha’s
wedding
Mary and Joel Johnson

Ted Cordes and Bill Derby
Dr. John and Lisa Harmala

Dan Danahey
James Leopold

Mike Fairbourne’s
Chairmanship of the Board
Mary and Alex Batinich

Their Families
Budd & Mara Renier

Scott and Michelle Harmala
Dr. John Harmala

Wayne and Deedy Harmala
Dr. John Harmala

Janice Harold
John Harold

Ellen Harrison
Merlyn & Karen Andersen

Katie Houle’s Birthday
Corrine Kindschy

Mary and Joel Johnson
Ellen Harrison

Mrs. P.L. Tonder

Fern Urbatsch

Claire and Ruth Vermedahl

Lora Koppel
James & Joan Stege

Hailey Laspi’s 3" Birthday
Michael & Darlene Moen

Hailey Laspi
Melissa and Jeff Laspi

Jan and Pete Lee’s 50" Wedding
Anniversary
Mary and Alex Batinich

Peter & Christine Melchert
Stephanie & Craig Bowron

Anthony Palmer’s 1%
Communion
Elizabeth Scheurer

Joe & Sam Renier
Colleen Renier

Sam Renier
Hugh Renier & Kristine Fossum

Sue Schacht
John & Mary Ryckman

Doug Seipp
Barbara & Charles Seipp

Mary Ann Strimple and Robert
Bowden
Ellen and Henry Winter

Virginia Sweitzer’s birthday
Ida Belle Sweitzer

Webber Family
Mary Ann Strimple

Tyler Zupancich
David & Linda Brandt
Pat & Paul Zupancich




CSI Donors -- May to November, 2008, cont.

In Memory of

Mark Bennett
Mary Gustafson & Mary Beth

Lois Christensen
Katherine Lutjen

Ellis Colgan
Elizabeth Scheurer

Grandson, David E. Darst
Terry & Molly Schmidt

Bishop Francisco Reus Froylan
Mary and Alex Batinich

James Kehoe
Gretchen and Ron Diegnau

Harmony Levin
David Levin
Irving Levin

Dortha Longridge
Elizabeth Scheurer

Thomas Anthony McMahon
Colleen McMahon

Phil Schacht

Elizabeth Scheurer
Charles &Nancy Tennstedt
Al & Sue Ullrich

Andrea Schmidt
Leslie and Daniel Schmidt

Marie Smilanich

Peter and Christine Melchert
Dennis and Sharon Phinney
Mary Uram

Tom Smith
Janet Miller

Matt Wallbank
Beverly & Neil Wotton
Scranton

Dr. Richard
‘Waterbury
Donna Schoeder

Myrtle Wronski
Rubie Moore

In Kind

Dianne Dickerson
Lunds Food Holdings,
Inc.

Treasure Bay Printing
‘Wagner Press

To give a gift in
memory or in honor
of a friend
or family member,
please send your
donation to
Children’s Surgery
International,
825 Nicollet Mall,
Suite 706,
Minneapolis, MN
55402
or go on line to
www.childrens
surgeryintl.org.

Children’s Surgery International
Medical Arts Building, Suite 706

825 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis, MN 55402
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Board of Directors

Mary Batinich
Mike Fairbourne
Bruce Ferrara, MD
Jan Gauger
Lora Koppel
Richard Marnach, MD
Peter Melchert, MD
Sue Schacht, RN
George Steiner

John Zak

Sue Baysden, Administrator

For more information or to send check or
credit card donations,
call or write to:
Children’s Surgery International
825 Nicollet Mall
Suite 706
Minneapolis, MN 55402

www.childrenssurgeryintl.org
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