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SPREADING HOPE

Children’s Surgery International’s first surgical mission to
Liberia brought hope to the people of a country recovering
from many years of a brutal civil war.

In 1980 a military coup led to a ruinous armed conflict that
continued until 2003. Communities were destroyed, families
uprooted, and the infrastructure of the entire country
decimated. Children were recruited to all sides of the war.
Today the results of the war are readily apparent with few
passable roads, essentially no municipal water or electricity,
and a shattered economy with 85% unemployment.

But there are new signs of hope. A 15,000 strong force of
United Nations soldiers helps keep the peace. In 2005 the
country elected the first female head of state in African
history. Children are attending school and starting to get
vaccinated. Nearly a half million persons have returned from
displacement. Today 35,000 Liberians who fled the conflict
reside in Minnesota. At the request of the Liberian
community here, Children’s Surgery International completed a
medical mission to this fragile West African country in
January 2008. CSI was among the first post war volunteer
medical organizations to travel to this desperate nation and
help spread a message of hope. CSI set its sights on Phebe
Hospital in the rural northern part of the country in order to
reach medically underserved children outside the capital city,
Monrovia.

During the two week mission, CSI’s doctors screened and
provided basic medical care to more than 200 patients, then
performed nearly 60 surgeries on children and adults. Despite
the longest and heaviest publicity campaign in CSI history, the
team was puzzled by the small number of children presenting
with cleft lips and palates. Local physicians surmise that these
children probably did not survive the fourteen-year civil war.
Most of the surgical cases to repair clefts were with children
under five years old - - children born after the war had ended.

TEACH A PERSON TO FISH

Unique to CSI is its commitment to teaching medical skills
and sharing knowledge with nurses, doctors, and medical
students in the countries it serves. On the first day in
Monrovia, CSI physicians gave non-stop lectures for nearly
ten hours to eager medical students. The team was surprised
to learn that medical students outnumber the trained
physicians in the country by 2 to 1, as there are only 50
doctors in the entire country, yet over 100 medical students.
CSI’s team made arrangements in advance with the University
of Minnesota Medical School to share video recorded lectures
for educational purposes. Contributions made by the U of M
Medical School, Dean Deborah Powell’s Office and
Minnesota Liberians secured a laptop computer and video
projector for the Liberian medical school.

BOATLOAD OF SUPPLIES

Several months before missions, CSI typically sends over two
thousand pounds of medical supplies to the host hospital in
preparation for the trip. This year, however, in partnership
with Global Health Ministry and Kids Against Hunger, a
semi-truck sized steel container was filled with toys, books,
children’s clothing, and food in addition to our medical
supplies. These extra items were used to create a hospital
playroom and feed our surgical candidates along with several
hundred needy families in the area.

A PLACE TO PLAY

Having a safe place to play was a rare thing for children
growing up in Liberia during the recent armed conflict. Upon
their arrival at Phebe Hospital, CSI nurses noticed a lack of
books, toys and a safe place for kids to play while
hospitalized. Working with the Phebe nurses, they stocked a
playroom with the previously shipped toys, posters, books,
and a pop-up tent for the many children. This area quickly
became a favorite place for the hospitalized children and their
siblings to explore.

REUNION

Nearly 15 years of civil war fractured the social fabric of the

country and separated hundreds of thousands of families.
(Liberia Mission, continued on page 2)




LIBERIA MISSION, continued

Our team was fortunate to have three Liberian-born nurses
participate as team members. The mission benefited greatly
from their understanding of cultural differences and excellent
medical skills. One of the nurses, Doris Osuorah, hadn’t seen
her sisters in seventeen years since she fled the civil war,
eventually landing in Minnesota. For her, the mission to
Liberia was more than a trip of service. . . it was a reunion!

ROUGH AND READY

Unlike any other past CSI missions, this trip required team
members to be willing to rough it. With limited electricity,
team members used head lamps in the hospital for several
hours of the day and often had to walk to a community well to
pump their water. They had cold cup showers and figured out
ways to fill empty water bottles for bathing and toilet
purposes. In spite of these hardships, team members laughed
and found a sense of camaraderie to sustain them.

HANDYMAN TO THE RESCUE

Not only were the faces of many children and adults repaired
during the mission to Liberia, but also medical equipment
necessary to the functioning of our host facility, Phebe
Hospital. For many years since the war, Phebe Hospital had
been without any supply of oxygen. Such a medical necessity
is taken for granted at hospitals here in Minnesota. Our
superstar biomedical technician Johnny Raider repaired
Phebe’s broken machine, allowing the production of medical
grade oxygen for both our mission’s and the hospital’s use.

UNEXPECTED FRIENDSHIPS

Our teams especially enjoy the many new friendships made
during the course of a mission overseas. The mission to
Liberia was unique in this regard. Nearby Phebe Hospital was
a large United Nations military base with soldiers from
Bangladesh. On the first day of surgical work CSI’s team was
visited by a small group of Bangladeshi medical doctors
serving this base’s contingent. They shared ideas and
resources in the course of their work and a partnership was
established for the Bangladeshi doctors to serve at Phebe
Hospital.

SUMMING IT UP

This mission was different from any other in CSI’s history.
The team found health-care, equipment, and educational needs
beyond compare. The ways in which we helped were more
diverse and comprehensive: meeting medical, educational, and
basic needs of clothing and food to a desperate people. CSI’s
Liberia 2008 mission was an opportunity to spread a message
of hope and show its people that the world is listening to their
cries for help.
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This mission was generously
supported by the Smile Train
Foundation and the Liberian
Community in Minnesota.

PHEBE HOsPITAL

The Liberia Mission Team: Denise Blankenship, Kofi Boahene,
Mary Bye, Jon Cermin, Shelagh Cofer, Michael Gotzsche, Katie
Houle, Joel Johnson, Mary Johnson, Patience Kankeh, Lora
Koppel, Jan Martland, Peter Melchert,Eric Moore, Doris
Osuorah, Johnny Raiter, Lynn Randall, Raj Sarpal, Jim Sidman,
Lou Ann Smith, Dave Tetzlaff, Margaret Wallace, Leah
Wandersee, Clarice Witt, and John Zak.

All Liberia pictures by Jon Cermin.

Thank you to the Hermosillo 2007 Team
Patrick Byrne, Catherine Cook, Jan Gauger,Katie Guzik, Karen
Hick. Collin Jones, Tim Lander, Jeanne Mach, Dick Marnach,
Liz Mrozek, Jeanne Mrozek, James Muggli, Barb Noecker, Vicki
Olson, Ricardo Ortizcazarin, Tricia Rude, Sue Schacht, Kelly
Schuster, Nancy Secker, Katie Stevenson, Julie Webb, Barb
‘Wiemann, Norie Wilson, and Robert Wood

Hail and Farewell

Two long-time Children's Surgery International Board
members have completed their extraordinary service to our
board.

Peggy Fairbourne has served as Chairman of the Youth
Committee for many years and has often participated as a
team member. An original member of the board of CSI,
Peggy has directed hundreds of youth in the important task of
learning about CSI, the countries which we visit and has
helped many schools and youth in their fund raising activities.
She has chosen or helped choose many young people to serve
as ambassadors and team members throughout the years.
Several of those youth have been so inspired by their team
experiences that they have chosen medicine as their career.

ENT surgeon Jim Sidman has been our lead surgeon on
countless missions and most recently performed with
unbelievable skills in Liberia this past January. Often, when
the task has seemed impossible, Jim has been able to save
lives, perform miracles and has managed to train surgeons in
our host countries. As a CSI board member, he has served on
the Medical Committee throughout his distinguished tenure.
Many of the surgical residents he has mentored have returned
as outstanding surgeons on our teams.

Special thanks go to both Peggy and Jim from the entire CSI
family.




4™ ANNUAL CSI GALA A HUGE SUCCESS!

A new venue for our 4th Annual Passport to Smiles gala
proved magical for nearly 200 benefactors of Children's
Surgery International. This year's event was held at the
Millennium Hotel Minneapolis, which proved to have
the space, excellent cuisine, technical support, and all of
the services necessary to make a successful benefit. The
Millennium's General Manager, Robert Rivers, pulled
out all the stops in helping provide an unforgettable
evening. Catering Manager Kristin Stewart and audio
visual guru Don Johnston of Swank Audio Visual helped
make the evening "one of the best parties I've been to in
a long time" according to several attendees. Many of the
revelers danced long into the evening to the music of the
big band sound of The Commodores.

Passport to Smiles Chairman Barbara Noecker and her
able committee had everything running smoothly from
the VIP reception for patrons and CSI Board members to
the silent and live auctions headed by Claudia Diez.
More than twenty volunteers worked extremely hard all
day and late into the evening with Barbara and Sue
Baysden, CSI Administrator. Board member Mary
Batinich joined the fun of the live auction along with
auctioneer Tony Elfelt by having other present board
members and patrons introduce the live auction items.
Their extra effort and effective intros worked because
the live auction topped $20,000 this year in addition to
the more than $27,000 made by the lively bidding on
smiles. The entire evening netted over $110,000 with
more pledges being added to the total.

No successful event happens without months of planning
and preparation. From the hand addressed invitations
creatively designed by Brooke Dovenbarger and the
printing of all materials arranged gratis by Amy Duder,
to the centerpiece blocks of pictures of patients and team
members, scores of volunteers worked long and hard to
make the April 19th event most memorable. Judy
Turner again arranged beautiful floral centerpieces,
making this the second year she has done so. Maria
Ferrara was the committee's special intern who aided our
cause wherever and whenever asked.

Dr. Bruce Ferrara, CSI Board member and neonatologist
at Minneapolis Children's Hospital, gave an impressive
presentation entitled "Anatomy of a Mission." He
walked us through how a mission site is chosen, what
criteria we use for selecting patients and what some of
the problems and rewards there are in completing a
successful medical mission. His remarks were
supplemented by another excellent slide show and talk

given by CSI Board member Dr. Peter Melchert, who
had recently returned from our mission to Liberia. Just
before the commencement of the "Smiles Auction,"
introduced by Dr. Dick Marnach, a moving presentation
named "Liberia's Children" was shown by photographer
Jon Cermin. All of those verbal and visual pictures
inspired our audience to bid generously for all of the
items presented.

This year, we were honored to have as our special guests
two of our Mexican associates, Coca Romero and
Lourdes Montijo, who make possible our mission trips
to Hermosillo. They were the guests of the CSI Board,
the Millennium Hotel, and were honored by the gracious
remarks of CSI Chairman Mike Fairbourne. In spite of
working with them for four years, most of our CSI
family had never met them and were delighted that they
could make the trip to this year's celebration.

The entire affair would not have been so successful had
it not been for patrons Mary Lou and John Dasburg,
Travelers Insurance and its St. Paul contingent, headed
by Andy Bessette, Bruce and Karen Ferrara, Ted Ferrara
and Standard Heating, Nancy Secker, and Ron and Joan
Cornwell. Our thanks to each and every one of them,
and to you.

We were so happy with the Millennium Hotel and their
staff that we have booked next year's Passport to Smiles
gala there on April 18, 2009. Please mark your
calendars and volunteer to help Co-Chairs Lora Koppel
and Jennifer Rivers in one of the many tasks that need
doing. We also need to start collecting silent and live
auction items for a successful event. Please email the
Children's Surgery International office at
info@childrenssurgeryintl.org to offer your support.

Please mark
your calendar !
Passport to Smiles Gala
April 18, 2009
Millennium Hotel
Minneapolis
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George Steiner
Alison Zak
John Zak
Mary Batinich
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Alex Batinich
Rosemarie Steiner
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Joan Cornwell, Jim Amaral and Ron Cornwell

Robert and Jennifer Rivers
Mike and Kate McCarthy Freeman
Mary Batinich




CSI Donors -- December, 2007 — April, 2008

$1-199

Ralph & Joyce Bahr

Janet Baker

Rita Boulay

Ronald Briggs

Dolores Brimhall

Alfred & Evelyn Burdorf

Donna Campbell

Linda Carlstedt

George & Margaret Carter

Mary & Steven Cary

Tola Christopherson

Thomas & Maria Coffman

C.A. Creamer

Paul & Patricia Curran

Doris Daggett

Jeanne Dechiario

Gretchen Diegnau

James Dunn

Ann Ebbers

Brett & Faye Elford

Rita Everett

Barbara Forster & Larry
Hendrickson

Gloria Freeman

Richard and Susan Fritz

Richard & Diane Gagel

Robert & Bette Gerhard

Elizabeth Gleisner

Erhard & Bonnie Jean Goebel

Betty Goodman

Richard and Mary Lou Hansen

Lila Hanson

John & Jennifer Hayes, Jr.

Maxine Holland

Michael Holland

Alice Holm

Michael & Sandra Hughes

W.H. & A.L Jaecb

Carol Johns

James Kikelly

Jennifer Kreiman

Pauline Kuhn

Katherine Lutjen

Christopher Lynch

Louise McCarten

Mary Ann Matson

Roman Melamed & Irina
Rukina

Raymond & Joan Miller

James & Kristin Mocol

Barbara Naatjes

Riley Nelson

Dick & Esther Piper

Audrey & Earl Shamp

Bob & Bobbi Schopp

David Schoell

John Skogmo

George & RoseMarie Steiner

Norman Steere

Brad & Ann Taylor

Deb Thorp & Kathleen
Murphy

Mary Tinkham

Laura VanDe Waa

Nancy Whitley
Gene and Marion Wise

$200-499

Anonymous

Penne Ash

Keith, Ann, Matthew &
Jennifer Bares

Ernest Bianchi

Peter Hagen

Richard & Janet Putnam

Marvin & Ruth Rapp

Karen Scholl

P. & M. Serber

Karen and Tom Wallace

David & Suzanne Zanick

$500-999

Jim and Julie Adams
Brent and Deirdre Alderfer
Anonymous

James & Joy Barbre
Nancy Desteno

Susan Streitz

$1000 +

Anonymous

Al and Agnes McQuire
Steve and Carol Hansen

Mr. & Mrs. William Murray

Churches

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Laketown Lutheran Church
Women

Round Prairie Tabitha Circle

Corporations
AIG- Gregory Ennen

C. H. Robinson

Thomson West- Amy Duder

ING-Theresa Larson

Balachandar Krishnaraj

McKesson- Joel Johnson

Peterson Financial Services

Prudential- Doris Daggett

St. Croix Creative Inc. - Paul
Earney

United Way-IBM-B.J. Porten
&

Qwest-William Hoffman

Cargill- Dorothy Guanella

Park Nicollet-Susan Hanson

Fairview Health Services-Leah
Wandersee

Assurant- Laura LaPlante

Deloitte& Touche-Elizabeth
Dega

Foundation

Assurant Health Foundation

Meredith Corporation- Jodie &
Alan Schafer

The Olson Foundation

Schools
Benilde-St. Margaret NHS
Fridley High School Key Club

Organizations
Good Thoughts Study Club

Kiwanis Club of North
Suburban Golden K

2008 Passport to Smiles

Benefactor

Meredyth Anne Dasburg
Foundation

Patron

Travelers Insurance

Partner

Annonymous

Ron and Joan Cornwell

Bruce & Karen Ferrara

Ted Ferrara (Standard Heating)

Nancy Secker

Sponsor

CHIP

Firestone Natural Rubber-Dan
& Johnine Adomitis

McEwen Law Firm

Randy & Barb Noecker

Drs. Dave & Naomi Tetzlaff

John & Alison Zak

Friend

Dr. Diane Adamski, Peter &
Elizabeth Tiffany

Jim & JoAnne Amaral

Assured Health Care Services

Mary & Alex Batinich

Mary & Dale Bowen

Christopher Bowron & Katina
Kaalberg

Hector Nanka Bruce

Jon & Cheryl Cermin

Dr. Kimberly Cochran

Gloria & Craig Drake

William Dunning

Mike & Peggy Fairbourne

David Foster & Karen Grewe

Beth & Peter Fruehling

Blaine, Lee & Collin Jones

Philip & Carol Koppel

Luke & Janice Melchert

Peter & Christine Melchert

Mark and Jinjer Menge

Eric & Wendy Moore

Carol & Jim OConnor

Ricardo & Mary Ortizcazarin

Martha & Paul Ripon

Jason Sanchez & Nila
Suntharam

George & Rose Marie Steiner

Paul Rexford Thatcher

Leah Wandersee

Clarice Witt

Buy a Smile

Joan & Ron Cornwell

Jim & Julia Adams

Dan & Johnine Adomitis

Andy & Cheryl Bessette

Christopher Bowron

Meredyth Anne Dasburg
Foundation

Ted Ferrara

Luke & Jan Melchert

Peter & Christine Melchert

Patricia Nelson

O’ Connor Family Foundation

Neal Peterson & Deanna
Thompson

David & Naomi Tetzlaff

Peter & Beth Fruehling

Michael Gotzsche

Charles Lannin

Jim & Marlaine Maahs

Greg McEwen

Beth Patten

Jack & Molly Perry

Jennifer & Robert Rivers

Jim & Sheren Rogne

William Dane & Peggy
Russell

Betsy Buckley/ Dennis
McGrath

Dr. Kim Cochran

Bill & Kate Cullen

Todd Ferrara

Marian & John Hehre

Blaine & Lee Jones

Pat & Eileen Kelly

James & Lora Koppel

Greg Landmark

Lynn & Ruthann Randall

Roger and Sheila Stageberg

Rob Stewart

Rob & Ania Sweet

Patrick & Judy Whalen

Phillip & Gloria Smith

Bob & Deb Zvanovec

Tim & Arlene Andrews

Laura Bass

Inez & John Bergquist

Jerry Carrier

John & Annette Flaherty

Gloria & Craig Drake

Joe & Debbie Garbarini

Patience Kankeh

Scott & Heather Lien

Hope Scannell

Roseline Shelstad

John Zak

Mary Beth Helfrich

Katie Houle

Doris Osuorah

Rick & Carrie Zak

Donors

Mr. & Mrs. Merlyn Andersen

Anonymous

Cammy & Tom Baer

Janet Baker

Robert Barni

Laura Bass

Warren and Donna Beck

Craig and Stephanie Bowron




Marilyn & Michael Brewer

Carole Frommelt

Betsy Buckley & Dennis

McGrath

Darren & Jessica Carlson

Barbara Forster

Jan Gauger

Carol Gesme

Gerald & Lois Heimlich

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jensen

Sarah & Rick Lanners

Kai & Tina MacDonald

Howard Mattke

Kari & Michael Ornes

Sharon & Gary Parker

Gerald & Leonette Pastoors

Clare & Anil Poulose

Mr. & Mrs. R. D. Russell

Deb Thorp & Kathleen
Murphy

James and Mary Saboe

Mr. & Mrs. Ernie Stelzer

Ms. Ann Taylor

Michael & Janet Wagner

Krista & Thomas Warren

Mr. & Mrs. Howard
Weisskopf

Mary Westfall

Jon and Andrea Wollak

Liberia Donations

Dr. Deborah Powell

Gerald & Bev McNabb

June Tritz

Glen & Kathryn Boline

Floyd & Birdene Boline

David & Polly Boline

Ronald & Susan Bermel

Marian & Chris Hehre

Mary Quinlivan

James and Joan Stege

Margaret Monahan

Roland & Jean Berg

Veronica Marnaweh Aryee

Madina Dorbor

Ophelia & Eric Mannah

G. Philip & Joecia Zeon, Sr.

Evelyn Porte

Eleanor Wleh

Meimah Doe

Auburn First Baptist Church

Steve & Dorothy Williams

Hannah Williams

Marie Coleman

Senneh Togba & Aloysius
Gonpue

Almarie Coleman

Thelma Dukuly

In Honor Of

Sue Baysden
Bobbie Bauman

Cazarin Web Group 10-Year
Anniversary
Jeff Ahlstrand

Jillian Baker

Michael & Annette Danielson
Christine Pangeral

Ramona Pena

Children and Grandchildren
Barb and Herb Andersen

Dr. Daniel Danahey
Mr. & Mrs. John Segala

Myla Harris
Timothy & Katherine Harris

Ellen Harrison
Joel, Mary, & Katie Johnson

Mary and Joel Johnson
Lucille Hansen

Joe & Julie Johnston
Dorothy Nelson

Mrs. P.L. Tonder

Claire and Ruth Vermedahl
Janet Zehnder

Caroline Johnston and Elsie
Mary Gustafson

Collin Jones and the Fridley
HS Key Club
Blaine and Lee Jones

Hailey Lynn Laspi
Mike & Darlene Moen

Ella Grace Liskey
The Mabry’s

Dr. Peter Melchert
Gregg & Alison Tomlinson

Doris Olson’s 90™ Birthday
Mary & Alex Batinich

Budd and Mara Renier

Family

Steve, Karin , Jacob & Katie
Renier

Joe and Sam Renier
Rick and Mary Johnson
Judi Renier

Sam Renier
Dr. Hugh Renier & Kristine
Fossum

Their Family
Budd and Mara Renier

Doug Seipp
Chuck & Barb Seipp

Marie Smilanich’s 100"
Birthday

Mary & Alex Batinich
Dan & Joanne Lastavich

Antigone Sonder’s Birthday
Georgia Sonder

Annaliese Sweitzer’s
Birthday
Ida Belle Sweitzer

Virginia Sweitzer’s Birthday
Ida Belle Sweitzer

The Tetzlaff Family
Neal Peterson & Deanna
Thompson

Fran and Jim Webber and
Family
Mary Ann Strimple

Tyler Zupancich

Dave & Linda Brandt

Toni & Jeffrey Van Eyll

Chris Teresa, Carter & Tyler
Zupancich

Paul & Pat Zupancich

In Memory of

Jim Barbre
Joy Barbre

Irene Danahey
Barbara Solomon, M.D.

David E. Darst
Terry & Molly Schmidt

Richard Dickerman

Greg & Sandra Dickerman
John & Joyce Dickerman
Robert & Anne Dickerman
Virginia Dickerman

Eben & Virginia Ives
Anne Dolan Kelly
Douglas & Theresa Roy
Rebecca Roy

Robert Jensen
Diane Jensen

Thomas Anthony McMahon
Colleen McMahon

James Nelson
Joel & Mary Johnson
Dorothy Nelson

Judith Nilan
Jennifer & Robert Rivers

Russell Pederson
Catherine Koski

Mimi Pitman
Douglas & Carolyn Pitman

Larisa Rappa
Dave & Judy Haggett

Dorothy Robinson
Wallace & Katharine Billy
Barbara Bohrer

Cyrovac Sealed Air
Corporation

Maureen Donohue

Norman and La Jean Griffin
Robert and Kathryn Haskins
David Swansick

Sarah Weddell

Phil Schacht

Maribelle and D. Douglas
Appleby

Mary & Alex Batinich

Mary & Joel Johnson

Andrea Schmidt
Leslie & Dan Schmidt

Steve Toombs
Gretchen Diegnau

In Kind

CPX Company
Denise Hutson
Sherri Smith
Wagner Press

To give a gift in
memory or in
honor of a friend
or family member,
please send your
donation to
Children’s Surgery
International,
825 Nicollet Mall,
Suite 706,
Minneapolis, MN
55402
or go on line to
www.childrens
surgeryintl.org.
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100 year old CS| volunteer,
Marie Smilanich




A Very Special Eagle Project

Tyler Randall wanted
badly to be able to help
the children that have
been and will be served by
the efforts of Children's
Surgery International.
Although he couldn't
accompany his dad, Lynn
Randall, and aunt,
LouAnn Smith, to Phebe
Hospital in Liberia, he did
send along some things
that brought smiles to the
faces of the children there.

Tyler, with the help of scout volunteers from his troop and
members of his church, collected donations to fill
Hygiene/Activity bags that accompanied the team to Liberia
and will be used on future missions. He and the volunteers put
together 100 bags that are filled with useful, as well as fun
things. He did this as a service to CSI and the children, and as
a result, will earn his Eagle Scout Award, the highest honor in
the scouting program.

Children’s Surgery International
Medical Arts Building, Suite 706
825 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis, MN 55402

Return Service Requested

Children’s Surgery

International
Board of Directors

Mary Batinich
Mike Fairbourne
Bruce Ferrara, MD
Jan Gauger, NP
Lora Stege Koppel, RN
Richard Marnach, MD
Peter Melchert, MD
Sue Schacht, RN
George Steiner

John Zak

Sue Baysden, Administrator

For more information or to send check or
credit card donations,
call or write to:
Children’s Surgery International
825 Nicollet Mall
Suite 706
Minneapolis, MN 55402

www.childrenssurgeryintl.org

612-746-4082 phone
612-746-4083 fax
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