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Changing lives, one child at a time.

From the board chair

While 2021 was a challenging year for 
most of us, Children’s Surgery International 
met those challenges head-on and 
experienced a year of organizational growth, 
new partnerships at home and abroad 
and innovation in program delivery. Most 
importantly, through our donors’ unwavering 
commitment, we clearly heard the voice of 
support for our education-based model to 
reduce global health disparities. 

With ingenuity and flexibility, CSI was 
able to continue to support our programs in 
meaningful ways. We turned your support 
into action to 
deliver on our 
promise to our 
partners and our 
donors. Instead 
of focusing on 
what we couldn’t 
do, we focused 
on new ways to pursue our mission.

In 2021, we delivered $40,000 in 
supplies to our partners at Firestone 
Duside Hospital in Liberia. We sent PPE 
and other material support to Tanzania and 
Ethiopia, and delivered 20 live lectures to 
our four sites across Africa, including our 
new partner site in Zambia.

In Ethiopia, we have seen the greatest 
fulfillment of CSI’s mission. In our absence, 
our partners started doing cleft surgery 
independently, regularly sending photos 
of their great outcomes. Even more 
remarkable is that Dr. Kassaw, a surgeon 
whom CSI has never met, has been trained 
in cleft lip and palate surgery by two CSI-
trained partner surgeons. He is a second-
generation CSI surgeon! Together this team 
performed over 100 cleft operations.

In planning for 2022, we have 
developed small team models 
to allow CSI to be both safe 
and active in a world living with 
COVID. We are actively planning 
in-person trips to most of our 
partner sites this year. Our new 
team model was rolled out last 
month as Dr. Brianne Roby, Dr. 
Paul Melchert and Lora Koppel, 
RN, led a group in Mexico, our first 
in-person trip since the pandemic started. 

Not long ago, my wife and I were putting 
our boys to bed. Just as my 5-year-old  was 
falling asleep, he popped up with concern 

painted across 
his face: 
“Daddy, if you 
are at home, 
who is checking 
on the babies in 
the hospital?” 
Reassured that 

my partners were making sure things were 
OK, he fell peacefully to sleep.

I was so proud of my son for his big heart 
and, in that moment, I was also proud of CSI.  
Through our commitment to enhancing local 
health care infrastructure and the transfer of 
medical skills to local health care providers, I 
never have to wonder, “When CSI is at home, 
who is checking on the babies?”

The answer is colleagues like Dr. Kassaw 
in Ethiopia and Dr. Lema in Tanzania, and 
Nurse TeeTee in Liberia. It’s all of our partners 
armed with the skills, equipment and support 
provided by CSI through the generous 
support of our donors and volunteers.

Sincerely,
SIVA CHINNADURAI, MD, MPH
Chair, CSI Board of Directors

Through our commitment to enhancing local 
health care infrastructure and the transfer of 
medical skills to local health care providers,  
I never have to wonder, “When CSI is at 
home, who is checking on the babies?”

Supplies valued at $40,000 arrived in Liberia in 2021 
for our partners at Firestone Duside Hospital.



In June, Indeed Brewing Company 
hosted CSI as their “Indeed We Can” 
organization. Proceeds from sales that 
evening supported CSI’s ongoing efforts 
to reduce health care disparities. 

We hosted 52 guests on a dinner 
cruise on Lake Minnetonka in 
June. It was a pleasure to connect 
with long-time friends of CSI as 
well as new supporters. 

Supporters gathered on a beautiful fall 
evening in September to enjoy live music 
by Trailer Trash at the CSI Friends and 
Family Concert.

Friends joined us virtually for a CSI Online 
Supporter Session to learn what’s going 
on at CSI. 

In July, 20 CSI 
volunteers 
partnered with our 
friends at MATTER 
and Lube-Tech 
to sort and pack 
295 boxes of 
medical supplies 
that reached nearly 
34,000 people.  

We were thrilled to reconnect with 
our supporters in 2021 in a variety 
ways, both in person and virtually.

Our friends at Pulpit Rock 
Brewing Company in 
Decorah, Iowa, created a 
new brew in honor of CSI 
this summer — Smile Saver 
Pale Ale — and donated a 
portion of each sale to CSI.

connectlet’s



CSI Giving Societies
We are humbled by the support of many CSI supporters. 

Many choose to give generously, year after year, to reduce 
disparities in health care and increase access to life-changing 
medical and surgical care for children around the globe. 
We recognize their commitment to making a lasting impact 
through membership in the following CSI Giving Societies.

SUSTAINERS
Sustainers are monthly donors dedicated to fueling our 

work today to change lives and strengthen communities 
around the world. Recurring gifts are a simple way to have 
your support make a long-lasting impact, ensuring that our 
in-country partners have the knowledge, skills and tools 
to provide life-changing medical and surgical care to help 
children and communities around the world.

CIRCLE OF DISTINCTION
CSI recognizes individuals taking a leadership role 

every year in ensuring the strength and future of Children’s 
Surgery International. Donors making annual gifts of $2,000 
or more are members of the Circle of Distinction. They 
demonstrate their commitment to CSI’s mission through 
extraordinary financial leadership and generosity.

HERITAGE SOCIETY
The Heritage Society recognizes those who, through 

thoughtful and generous planning, will make a lasting impact 
well into the future. Members of this society have made 
philanthropic arrangements for CSI in their estate plans. If CSI 
is included in your estate plans, please let us know so that we 
can recognize you as a Heritage Society member. 

Dr. Budd Renier with sons Dr. Joe Renier 
and Dr. Sam Renier

More than 20 years ago, Dr. Budd Renier’s late wife, 
Mara, enrolled the family in monthly giving to honor 
their personal appreciation for the work CSI does for 
children and families around the world. The Reniers’ 
youngest son, Sam, was born with a cleft lip and palate, 
and their recurring gift is a reminder of how fortunate 
they were to have outstanding local specialists to care 
for him. “Mara was an amazing person, and always 
made sure Joe, Sam and I were able to succeed in many 
aspects of our lives,” said Budd. “None of us would be 
where we are without Mara’s spirit fortifying us.” 

Budd and Sam further honored Mara’s memory 
last year when they became CSI medical volunteers, 
presenting to our partners at LEAD Monrovia Football 
Academy (LEAD MFA) in Liberia. CSI partners with 
LEAD MFA to provide education and supplies for the 
school’s health center medics. Budd, who leads the 
concussion management program for Allina Health, 
and Sam, in residency for family medicine at St. John’s 
in Maplewood, were well suited for this lecture series 
covering topics helpful to the medics as they care for 
their student athletes. 

The Reniers remind us of the many ways to create 
change in the lives of the children, families and 
communities CSI serves. We are grateful for their 
continued support as sustainers. 

To hear Budd and Sam speak about their 
dedication to CSI, visit bit.ly/CSI_Renier.

Longtime sustainers, the 
Renier family deepens 
their gifts to CSI

Join a CSI Giving Society

INTRODUCING

“I’ve seen firsthand how 
my donor dollars are spent. 
A donation to CSI can 
literally change the entire 
life of a child by enabling 
them to go to school, work 
and smile again!”

— Sally Lannin, trip 
volunteer, medical and 
mission committee member, 
former board member

I give because ...

Contact us at info@childrenssurgeryintl.org or 
612-746-4082 for more information.



825 Nicollet Mall, Suite 706

Minneapolis, MN 55402

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SATURDAY, MARCH 26, 2022

For more information and to register:   
childrenssurgeryintl.org/events

CSI GAL A
Join us as we celebrate 
the return to travel for 
CSI volunteer surgical 
teams. With your help, we 
continue to change lives, 
one child at a time.
The 2022 CSI Gala will 
be held in person, with 
an option for virtual 
participation.

CSI SURGICAL
TEAMS RETURN

Read about our team’s trip to 
Hermosillo, Mexico, on our 
blog or via social media.

childrenssurgeryintl.org/blog

TO TRAVEL



Thank you, 2021 donors and volunteers

$50,000  +
Karen and Jeffrey Jordan
Sexton Foundation

$10,000-$49,999
Anonymous
BAME Foundation
Gerhardt Stueve Estate

$5,000-$9,999
Ruby Barnes
Ronald and Joan Cornwell
Cindy and Dave Halverson
Pediatric Surgical Associates
Dr. Phil and Alice Randall
Linda and Richard Sedgwick
Drs. David and Naomi Tetzlaff

$2,000-$4,999
Dr. Anamaria Betterman
Chaska Lions
Dr. Bruce and Jan Hultgren
Indeed Brewing Company
Medtronic Foundation Volunteer  

Grant Program
Richard and Maribeth Murphy
Ronald and Linda Ott
Neal Peterson and  

Deanna Thompson
Theresa and Dr. Michael Philbin
Polar Tool and Supply
Dr. Ryan Rekuski and  

Kerri Shaughnessy
Rothfork Family Foundation
Sara Sedgwick
Timothy and Diane Thorpe
Twin Ports Pinup
Dr. David Vandersteen
Judd Vollbrecht
James Zimmerman and  

Dr. Paul Melchert *
Sandra Zimmerman and  

Greg Doyle

$500-$1,999
James and Joanne Amaral
Dr. Michael and Elizabeth Angel
Anonymous
Joy Barbre
Dennis and Elaine Barr
Bernice Caruth

John Chauss 
Simon Chunkath and Deven Nelson
Bill and Kate Cullen
Wanda DeHaan
Jock and Sara Donaldson
Enbridge Energy
John and Amy Erlandson
Jack and Eileen Falker
Dr. Bruce and Karen Ferrara
Amy and John Fischer
Richard and Susan Fritz
Otto Gotzsche
Dr. Jon Grischkan
Heimerman Family Designated  

Endowment Fund
Dr. Jesse Hennum and  

Pamela Marentette
Dr. Karen Hick
Hanna Hiller Buckley
Jay and Deb Hoekstra
Mary and Joel Johnson
Blaine and Lee Jones
Joyce and James Sidman Fund
Dr. Micki Klearman and  

Joe Iacocca
Sally and Charles Lannin
Dr. Scott Lebard
Jan Martland and Brian Murphy
Brad and Barbara Mayer
Melanie McCall and  

Dr. Daniel Sampson
Luke and Janice Melchert
Jennifer Mugniani and  

Elizabeth Westfall
Michael and Nan Nelson
David and Gretchen Porter
Pulpit Rock Brewing Company
Marvin Rapp
Dr. Brianne and Jeff Roby
Stephen Roman
Zinda Schaefer ^
Sarah and Andrew Scott
Nancy Secker
Marianne and Dick Seidenstricker
Dr. Craig Smith ^
Megan and Jack Sparks ^
George and Rose Marie Steiner
Todd and Amy Stinson
Brian and Denise Tennessen
Peck and Robert Tierney
Dr. Trish Valusek
Garrett and Laura Vincent
Michael Wagner
Chris and Teresa Zupancich

$200-$499
Hussein Abdel-Hak
Anonymous
Janet Baker
Amy Binning
Rick Boubelik
Mary and Steve Bye
Dr. Siva and Kelsey Chinnadurai
Catherine Cook
Chris Deprey
Jim and Bonnie Ducharme
Duluth Gospel Tabernacle
Thomas and Jeanne Fansler
Jan Gauger
Phyllis Gowin
Dorothy Guanella *
Peter and Marica Hagen
Kelly Harrington
Michael Hicks
Amy Huebner Miller *
Jean Hurlbert
Wyn Huynh and Bob Zehrer
Randy and Rosie Jensen
Evan Keil
Anna Koppel and Daniel Lee
Phil and Carol Koppel
Susan and Mark Lacek
Kathy Lindsley
Darlene and Michael Moen
Dr. Andrew and Nicole Moffitt
Michael and Shawne Monahan
Christine Moore
Jen and Tony Nagorski
Nashville Coop
Robert Nielsen
Timothy and Kristen Peterson
Anjana Petsch
Kristine Raasch
Dr. Budd Renier *
Randy and Julie Roberts
Dan and Laura Schleck
Leslie Schmidt
Robert Schopp
Roger and Sheila Stageberg
Katie and Charles Stewart
Toni and Cory Tamm
Pete Tanghe and Michelle Harris
Diane Tautges
Lisa Turner and Bradley Warner
Mike and Carol Tveite
Dr. Paul and Bette Vandersteen
Kelsey and Christopher Vatsaas
Lee Vaughan
Norie Wilson and Bill Brink
Michael Wyllis *

$0-$199
Allina Health Community 

Engagement
AmazonSmile Foundation
Sandra Anderson
Anonymous
Calise Ardoin
Elyse Ash
Dr. Bob and Ashley Azar
Somasundram Balakrushnan
Sue Baysden
Elaine Benson-Moosbrugger
Amanda Bomgren
Dheeraj Kumar Bommakanti
Kathleen Bordeaux
Megan Brady
Ronald Briggs Estate
Melissa Brooks
Renée Broughten
Jon and Cathy Buggy
Steve and Elizabeth Buie
Patricia Cabrera
Café Zupas
Cargill
Cyndy Carlson
Cheryl Carlson
Linda Carlstedt
Alexa Carnahan
Catholic United Financial 

Foundation
Kristin Caughey
Joel Chechik
Dr. Christina Ching
Julie Clouse
Philip Cochran
Kevin and Jane Collier
Nancy Corcoran ^
Kevin and Raquel Counihan
Rick and Carol Cousins
Jackie Dawley
Rachel Deibele
Max Dercum
Gloria DeShaw
Jason and Jennifer DeShaw
Amber Dreszer
James Dunn
Theresa Ekblad
Duane Evans
Alison Forney
Dr. Janelle Fox
Rolf Fure
Sunita Gangopadhyay
Donald Garon
Danielle Giuseffi
Susanna Grace

Julie and Aly Green
Rebecca Haapanen
Travis Hansberger
Craig Hansen
Charles Hart
Tom Hennum
Ron Holback
Tessa Horyza
Todd Hovey
Shelby Huchthausen
Ken and Ellen Janda
Jerry Johnson and Larry Montan
Marilou Johnson
Rick and Laura Kakach
Susan Keene
Jean Kennedy
Mark Khuu
Allie King
Peggy Kjorstad-Kaatz
Karen Kleinhans
Lora and Jim Koppel
Kathryn Kraker
Jennifer Kreiman and  

Jon Kachelmacher
Gus Lakis
Sarah LeDoux
Nancy Lee
Barbara Leibundguth
Mike and Diane Leonard
Jenny Luu
Frank and Phyllis Mach
Katie Madrigal
Marvin and Diane Magnuson
Max Mars
Richard and Linda Mayer
Russell and Kay McCall
Lisa McComb
Kristopher McCrary
Ariel McIntyre
Laura Mclaughlin
Sarah Melstrom
Abby Meyer
Alan Michels
Ernest Montgomery
Marrgie Morawiec
Nancy Morin
Lisa Mulrooney *
Tedbabe Mulugeta
Jeff and Sue Nagorski
Hai Mai Thao Nguyen
Alexis Nicklow
Robert Niedringhaus
Teresa Nierste
Drs. Erin and Ben Novak
Rita O’Reilly
Jessica and Jeremy Palmi

We could not accomplish our important work without your support over the past year.

* CSI Sustainer       ^ Heritage Society member



Amanda Peterson
Glenn and Erna Peterson
Ann Petrick
Corynne Philipsek
Tyler and Karin Phillips
Philip Piah
Piper Sandler Companies, Inc.
Monica Podlesh
Rae Ann Prasnicki
Kristin and Matt Price
Gaela Prince
Janice Quirk
Sara Quirk
Dave Quirk
Patti Quirk
Steve and Karin Renier
Dr. Hugh Renier and  

Dr. Kristine Fossum
Brent Rogers
Jean Rokke
Caroline Routley
Kirtie Royce
Robert and Catherine Salmon
Samantha Schackman
Sophia Schafter
Halee Schlangen
Kory and Heather Schleicher
Dana and Jon Schroeder
Alexandra Schult
Kenton Self
Craig and Maureen Shaver
Kristen Shepherd
Emily and Mike Sherels
Ronald Sobczak
Helmut Sporgersi
Nicole Sprouls *
Ernie and Mary Stelzer
Beth Stoneberg
Nadine Stoner
The Strength of My Scars
Earl and Diane Sundquist
Jennifer Taylor
Mervin and Jacqueline Thompson
Thomson Reuters
Susan Turnquist
The Twins of Franklin
Kristina Vanderscheuren
Victoria Vandersteen
Jen and Charlie Vanek

Mary Jo Wagner
Carol Wahl
Josie and Tim Walton
Martie Warnow
James and Diane Weber
Lucy Weidner
Wells Fargo Foundation
Lisa Whitehill
Gene and Marion Wise
Dr. Tim and Jillian Wood
Sarah Woolever
Genie Zarling
Andy Zimmerman

In Memory
Jim Barbre
Mary Susan Gibson
Patti Kennedy
Shirley Palmero 
Chuck Richter
Dr. James Sidman
Ron Steiner 
Ken Tigue

In Honor
Judi and Kevin Deutsch Renier
Rowie Hansberger
Dr. Karen Hick 
Brian, Rose, and Eric Johnson
Craig Johnson
Drew, Theresa, Benet, Mallory, 

Kaisa and Saxon Johnson
Marilou Johnson
Mary, Rick, Andrea, Adam, and 

Ryan Johnson
Todd Johnson
Lora and Anna Koppel
Dr. Timothy Lander
Sally Lannin
Hailey Laspi
Michelle, Jody, David, and  

Marissa LeBlanc
Melanie McCall and Dr. Daniel 

Sampson
Shelby Palmi
Dr. Michael Philbin
Colleen Renier 

Dr. Hugh, Dr. Kris, Erin, and  
Timmy Renier

Pat Renier
Dr. Sam Renier
Steve, Karin, Jake, and  

Katie Renier
Dr. Brianne Roby
Linda Sedgwick
George and Rose Marie Steiner
Dr. David Vandersteen

In Kind
Allegra Eagan
Associated Skin Care Specialists
Bachman’s Floral, Gift & Garden
Ben and Jerry’s South Minneapolis
Cafe Latte
Bernice Caruth
Country Fabrics 3rd Saturday 

Sewing Group
Crayola Experience 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Eagle Brook Church Sewing Team
Firestone Liberia
Amy Fischer
Freestyle Productions
iFLY
Indeed Brewing Company
Carolyn Jentenk
Mall of America
MartinPatrick3
MATTER
Minnesota Children’s Museum
Tedbabe Mulugeta
Murphy Warehouse
Jen and Tony Nagorski
Alexis Nicklow
Northstar Surgical
Patina
RICE Real Estate Company
Riverdale Travel
Steady Pour Beverage Company
Sterling State Bank
The Stone Creek Coffee Factory
Tekyard Medical
Venn Brewing Company

Volunteers
Fazly Alahi
Ashley Azar
Dody Barr, RN
Sue Baysden
Ivy Booth
Bill Brink
Dr. Alonso Carrasco Jr.
Dr. Siva Chinnadurai
Diane Cross
Wanda DeHaan, RN
Jason DeShaw
Ann Drewiske
Jessica Driscoll, RN
Jim Ducharme, CRNA
Heidi Duong, ATC
John Erlandson, CRNA
Amy Erlandson, RN
Peter Falker
Tom Fansler
Patrick Faunillan, CRNA
Amy Fischer
Dr. Michael Fritz
Dr. Janelle Fox
Jan Gauger, NP
Kirsten Granberg
Robyn Gray
Dave Halverson
Cindy Halverson
Dr. Jesse Hennum
Dr. Karen Hick
Gina Holcomb
Cheryl Holihan, RN
Carol Holmes
Katie Houle, RN
Jamie Huffman, CRNA
Wyn Huynh, CRNA
Mary Johnson, RN
Charlee Kimmes, RN
Anna Koppel, RN
Lora Koppel, RN
Dr. Nathan Kreykes
Katie Lane
Sally Lannin
Danny Lee
Lube-Tech
Cindy Markham, RN

Jan Martland
MATTER
Melanie McCall
Margaux McClure
Susan McMullan
Dr. Paul Melchert
Laura Michaud, RN
Jill Michel, MS, ATC
Cindy Mord, RN
Nolan Morice
Dr. Stephen Nelson
Tina Nelson, NP
Alexis Nicklow
Dr. Megan Nolan Norman
Conrad Nguyen          
Tracy Olmscheid, CRNA
Angie Olson, RN
Jessica Palmi
Jodi Pelkey, RN
Neal Peterson
Dr. Michael Philbin
Theresa Philbin, RN
Lynn Randall, CRNA
Dr. Budd Renier
Dr. Sam Renier
Ellen Reynolds, APRN
Dr. Brianne Roby
Ana Vazquez Rojas, RN
Maria Rubin, RN
Zinda Schaefer
Linda Sedgwick, RN
Dr. Craig Smith
Amy Stinson
Todd Stinson
Dr. Dave Tetzlaff
Malane Thelen, RN
Dr. Trish Valusek
Dr. David Vandersteen
Garrett Vincent
Norie Wilson, RN
Dr. Tim Wood
Sarah Yeakel
James Zimmerman

Changing lives, one child at a time.childrenssurgeryintl.org 
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* CSI Sustainer       ^ Heritage Society member




