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This past January, CSI completed the seventh surgical mission 
trip to Liberia. Since 2010 we have had the good fortune to  
partner with Firestone Natural Rubber and their parent 
company, Bridgestone Americas, to perform nearly 800  
life-changing surgeries and provide education and training  
to hundreds of nurses and doctors. 

"We are thrilled to be able to work with CSI to offer life-saving 
care to the children of Liberia and West Africa,” said Ed 
Garcia, president and managing director of Firestone Liberia. 
"The CSI team represents some of the greatest medical talent 
in the world, and I admire their dedication to this cause. Our 
ongoing partnership in this mission will have a lasting impact 
in Liberia.”

January’s trip was a special week. Together, the team of 23 CSI volunteers and dozens of 
Firestone Liberia staff, completed 101 surgeries and eight complex consults in the areas of 
ENT, general surgery and urology. As part of our commitment to sustainability, CSI OR 
volunteers provided hands-on surgical training, and CSI medical volunteers provided 22 
hours of education that included CPR and first aid, well-care and bedside nursing training.

Additionally, a small group of the CSI team arrived in Liberia 
early for a community service project. Intestinal parasites 
are a significant public health problem in developing 
countries, including Liberia. This year’s effort was special in 
that it was a true collaboration with our Firestone Liberia 
partners, allowing us to reach and help many more children. 
Firestone’s Sargent Caesar coordinated the outreach 
project, which allowed the team to visit seven communities 
to provide deworming medication and the always-popular 
lollipop to 4,000 children.  Thanks to the generosity of our 
donors and volunteers, we were able to offer this service 
and medication (costing anywhere from $120,000 - $400,000 
in the U.S.) free of charge to these communities.  

The busy trip ended with a moving closing ceremony, attended by the U.S. ambassador 
to Liberia. A Liberian drum and dance group provided entertainment. Expressions of 
gratitude were shared by members of the CSI team and Liberian hospital and government 
officials. Together, the team from CSI and Firestone Liberia reflected with pride on the 
lasting impact the week’s work will have on this community!

Continued on page 5

Ethiopia   April 25 – May 6
Tanzania*   September 13 – 23
Mexico   October 12 – 17
Ethiopia   November 7 – 18
Liberia   January 10 – 20, 2019
*CSI is thrilled to announce a new site in 
Tanzania. We are working with partners 
in Arusha to provide advanced surgical, 
anesthesia and nursing training as well 
as free surgical care to children in need. 

Keep up with CSI when we're 
abroad! Visit the Trip Blog at 
childrenssurgeryintl.com

REGISTER NOW 
FOR THE CSI 

BEYOND SMILES BASH
Saturday, April 14, 2018
Minneapolis Event Center 

at Historic St. Anthony Main
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Young patient being carried out of surgery.
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Our annual CSI fundraiser is right around the corner, on April 14. 
This year we are excited to host the event at the Minneapolis 
Event Center at Historic St. Anthony Main. In addition to our new 
locale, we have a new name: Beyond Smiles Bash.

CSI is committed to putting smiles on the faces of the children 
and families we serve by providing top-notch medical and surgical 
care free of charge. We are also proud of the work we do to go 
beyond smiles – providing professional education and training 
for our in-country medical colleagues to help them build the skills 
they need to care for the children in their communities long after 
our teams have gone.

The Beyond Smiles Bash is our largest fundraising event. Each 
year, volunteers, friends, healthcare providers and community 
members gather to celebrate, honor and support the work of 
Children’s Surgery International.

Heartfelt thanks to our sponsors for their support: Firestone 
Natural Rubber Company Bridgestone Americas, Premier Sponsor; 
Lubrication Technologies, Platinum Sponsor; and Gold Sponsors 
Pediatric Surgical Associates and Ron Cornwell, Medical Arts 
Building.

Join event co-chairs Dr. Brent and Rosie Cataldo at the biggest 
night of the year for CSI. Enjoy delicious libations and a great 
meal in this fantastic urban setting along the Mississippi River in 
Northeast Minneapolis. Connect with others who care deeply 
about making a lasting impact in the world. Hear about our work 
this past year and what’s in store for the year ahead. Visit our one-
of-a-kind photo booth, and participate in exciting new games. All 
while helping to support CSI’s mission through the silent and live 
auctions, direct donations and other activities.
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CSI Beyond Smiles Bash
New name, new venue, same amazing cause!

William - Liberia - Winter, 2018
Five-year-old William’s grandfather heard 
about CSI on the radio last year, but 
couldn’t come because of a death in family. 
He heard about us again this year and 
came to screening day. 

William’s parents are no longer together, 
and he lives with his grandfather, along 
with seven other children. Because of his 
cleft lip and palate, William has never been 
to school. He watches the others do their 
homework and shows his intelligence by 
participating. 

Adults call him ugly, and other children 
mock him and refuse to play with him. Now 
that his cleft lip and palate are repaired, 

Stories of Hope
Amanual - Ethiopia - Fall, 2017 
Ten-month-old Amanual was born with a bilateral 
cleft lip. He was one of the children prescreened 
by our Ethiopian medical partners and a perfect 
candidate for surgery.  

Despite reassurances from CSI volunteers, his 
parents were anxious and worried. After surgery 
and a little time in recovery, mom finally had Amanual in her arms. It didn’t take 
long before he had porridge all over his face and was eating well!  

It can be scary to see the swelling at the site of the repair, and Amanual’s 
parents were still anxious on discharge day. Because they live nearby, they were 
able to come back the next day for a quick check. It was a treat to see Amanual 
and his smiling parents. He was eating well, the surgery site was healing, and 
his parents were relieved. This beautiful family is ready to get on with life!

Registration is now open!
Purchase your Beyond Smiles Bash tickets 

online or by contacting the CSI office.

Thanks to our 
2018 Sponsors!

Ron Cornwell 
former CSI board member
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$25,000+
Bridgestone Americas
Jim & Yvonne Sexton Family 
  Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
BAME Foundation / Lube Tech
Children’s Hospitals & Clinics   
  of MN
Cindy & Dave Halverson
Harry & Janet Kitselman 
  Foundation
Pediatric Surgical Associates
Ron & Joan Cornwell
David & Jenny Keil
William Murray
Ronald & Linda Ott
Al Sedgwick
Linda & Richard Sedgwick

$2,500 - 4,999
Allina Health
Dr. Michael & Elizabeth Angel
Thomas & Jeanne Fansler
Evan & James Hermodson
Dr. Bruce & Jan Hultgren
Kathie Lenzen
James & Marlaine Maahs
Rothfork Family Foundation
Dr. Daniel Sampson & Melanie 
  McCall
Drs. David & Naomi Tetzlaff
Tim & Diane Thorpe
Mike & Carol Tveite
Dr. David & Victoria 
  Vandersteen

$1,000 - 2,499
Dr. Dave & Rose Andrews
Dorothy Barr
Dr. Anamaria Betterman
Stacey Brown & Conrad 
  Nguyen
Catholic Community 
  Foundation-Sally Heimerman
Chaska Lions C.G.F.
Bill & Kate Cullen
Don & Janet Darden
Dollies Making A Difference
Greg Doyle & Sandra 
  Zimmerman
Evereve
Dr. Michael Fritz
Jan Gauger
Gillette Children’s Specialty 
  Healthcare
Dr. Alan Hirsch & Dr. Sue Duval
Ellen Hoeg

Kristian Holley
Carol & Thomas Holmes
Mary & Joel Johnson
Robert & Joycelyn Johnson
Key Surgical
Dr. Phil & Mary Beth Kibort
David Knoblauch & Suzy 
  Woodrich
The Lannin Family
Dr. Scott LeBard
Dr. Dietrich Lawrenz
Jan Martland & Brian Murphy
Al & Mary McQuinn
Luke & Jan Melchert
Dr. Paul Melchert & James 
  Zimmerman
Murphy Family Trust
Ingrid Myers
Lela Newberry
NorthStar Surgical
Drs. Ben & Erin Novak
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 
  Specialists
Neal Peterson & Deanna 
  Thompson
Leon & Sharon Randall
Dr. Ryan Rekuski & Kerri 
  Shaughnessy
Dr. Budd Renier
Ellen & Richard Reynolds
Wayne & Ann Rice
Dr. Brianne & Jeff Roby
Zinda Schaefer
Larry & Ann Schminski
Elizabeth Sedgwick
Sara Sedgwick
Marianne Seidenstricker
Cynthia & William Simon Jr. 
  Foundation
Ann & JC Savage
Megan & Jack Sparks
Linda Specht
Erik & Trupti Storlie
Dr. Pete Tanghe & Michelle 
  Harris
Tradition Capital Bank
Ana Rojas Vazquez
Garrett & Laura Vincent
Barb Wieman
Norie Wilson
Dr. Tim & Jillian Wood
Teresa & Chris Zupancich

$500 - 999
Allina Health Community 
  Engagement
Ameriprise Financial
Lyn & Kim Andersen
Dr. Glen & Katy Anderson

Dr. Joseph Bondranko, Jr.
Natalie Brunk
Katie & Peter Bucka
Jen Bucklew & Dr. Manuel
  Englander
Haley Bye
Mary Bye
Dr. Brent & Rosie Cataldo
John Chauss
Alfredo Chiclana & Beth
  Ferkley
Dr. Siva Chinnadurai
Dr. Katherine Clinch
Cathy Cook
Gina DeSanctis & Matt 
  Holcomb
Brian & Heidi Dockter
Jessica Driscoll
Jim Ducharme
John & Amy Erlandson
Duane & Jeryl Evans
Jack & Eileen Falker
Markus Faeldonea
Amy & John Fischer
Colleen FitzPatrick & Kevin 
  Murphy
Dr. Janelle Fox
Celeste Gaiser
Michael Gotzsche
Dr. Jon Grischkan
Dorothy Guanella
Dr. Kevin Healy
Joanne Hill
Cheryl Holihan
Monisha Husom
Dr. Tutu & Steve Ion
Laura & Rick Kakach
Anna Koppel
Lora Koppel
Jennifer Kreiman & Jon 
  Kachelmacher
Mark Lahr
Diane & Mike Leonard
Tammy Lester
Frank & Kathleen Maas
Mary Lovejoy
Gary & Susan Martland
Laura Michaud
Lisa Miller
Cynthia Mord
Larry Montan Jr. & Jerry 
  Johnson
Richard & Maribeth Murphy
Steve & Jen Nelson
Dr. Donald Nguyen
Dr. Megan Nolan
Tom & Priscilla Northenscold
Angela Olson
Vicki Olson

Amy Pedersen
David Porter
Louann Randall
Lynn & Ruthanne Randall
Dr. Yuri Reinberg
Phil & Randi Reitan
Dr. Don Ristad & Kent Cassidy
Dr. Jon Robitschek
Dr. Anton Rohan
Maria Rubin
Tom Rushfeldt & Brenda Fake
Mike & Ann Sampson
Drs. Sarah & Andrew Scott
Adam Scudder
Dr. Jim & Joyce Sidman
Dr. Craig Smith
George & Rose Marie Steiner
Dr. Behnoosh Shayegan
Beth Stoneberg
Jim & Allison Sundquist
Hilary & Sean Sweeney
Lisa Turner & Brad Warner
Dr. Paul & Bette Vandersteen
Jennifer & Charlie Vanek
Elizabeth Westfall & Jen 
  Mugniani
Kathy & Tim Whitten
Kerry Yanez

$200 - 499
Patty & Jonathan Akers
Fazly Alahi & Tasneem Rashid
James & Joanne Amaral
Steven Anderson
Nancy & Alan Andrae
Seeta Arrell
Baird Foundation
Amy Jo & Chris Beebe
Jan Baker
Patricia Cabrera
Bruce & Andrea Candlin
Mary Cary
Rick & Carol Markham Cousins
Jack & Donna Crow
Paul & Patricia Curran 
  Foundation
Anthony & Thomas Dann
William Dickey & Karen Steiner
Dr. Rick Diehl & Delia 
  Sonnenburg
Margaret Dornfeld
Jim & Bonnie Ducharme
Gregory & Kathy Ennen
Nolan Fox & Darcy Berger
Luke & Danielle Franklin
Roger Frommelt
Phylis Govin
Julie & Gordon Hampson
Sue & Tom Hanson

Dr. Karen Hick
Michael Hicks
Kim & Jim Horton
Wyn Huynh
John & Carolyn Jentink
Howard and Carol Johnson
Elizabeth Kingfeldt
Lael & Adri McAuliffe
Kathy McRae & Bill Betz
Dr. Bill & Sara Mize
Danielle & Luke Franklyn
Otto Gotzsche
Dr. Jon Grischkan & Jennifer 
  Slate
Dorothy Guanella
Peter Hagen
Diane Hanson
Susan & Thomas Hanson
Philip & Carol Koppel
Thomas & Louise Montague
Todd & Michelle Morrell
Robert Nielsen
Dr. Shannon Parkos
Paul & Jill Perkins
David Ovitt Stoneking
Larry Pfarr
Steve & Alison Prom
Marvin Rapp
Katie & Bobak Razavi
Dr. Hampton Rich
Stephen Roman
Paul & Marilyn Serber
Roger & Sheila Stageberg
James & Joan Stege
Cindy Stensland & Glen Teske
Katie & Charlie Stewart
Joy Sundrum
Ida Belle Sweitzer
Dr. Bruce Templeton
Mary Mullowney & Dennis 
  Wilson
Mat & Elizabeth Wright
Michael Wyliss
John & Alison Zak

$1 - 199
John & Anne Adix
Amazon Smile
Anonymous
Merlyn & Karen Andersen
Rosemary Augustine
Barbara Bachman
Somasundram Balakrushnan
Eugene & Alice Baniecke
Jamie Barnett
Roberta Bauman
Dale & Joan Boline
Heather Borgman
Kylie Bratten

Thank you to all of our generous donors and volunteers. 
We could not accomplish our important work without your support over the past year.*
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Kathey Brunick
Elizabeth Weiser Buie
Susan Burns
Robert & Valerie Calvert
Jessica Candlin & Dima Maroz
Dale & Michele Cazett
Maria Coffman
Nancy Corcoran
Kevin Counihan
Philip Cochran & Mary Nichols
Cynthia Cycon
Harlan & Sandra Dalbec
Sarah & John Danen
Dr. Luis Delima & Carolina 
  Rodriquez
Robert Dickhaus & Patricia 
  Frolen
Kelsey Dorr
James Dunn
Barak Evertsen
Richard & Susan Fritz
Shane Groth
Pamela Hack
Joyce Fiedler
Timothy & Elizabeth Hart 
  Andersen
John & Jennifer Hayes
Drs. Karen & John Hicks 
Wayne & Christine Houle
Erik Hromatka
John & Alice Johnson
Peter & Alison Jonswold
Dr. Fred Kalinoff
Ione Kelly
Charlee Kimmes & Dayton 
  Benson
Jeanneen & Joel Kolles
Molly Koppel
Pauline Kuhn
Matthew & Margaret Kuisle
Anne-Marie Lackey
Robin Lally
Barbara Leibundguth
Diane Leonard
James Leopold
Irving Levin
Jeffrey Lewin
Christopher Lynch
Frank & Phyllis Mach
Marvin & Diane Magnuson
Louis McAnally
Russell McCall
Carly McEathron
Roman Melamed & Irina Rukina
Carly McEathron
Ernest Montgomery
Christine Moore
Leona Mortinson
Nancy Morin
Leona Mortinson
Nicholas Murphy
Patrick Murphy

Margaret Nebo
Margaret Nielsen
Shadia Orfall
Timothy & Kristen Peterson
Philip Piah
Robert Piche
Corynne Philipsek
Jerome Plagge Jr.
Paul Quinlivan
Colleen Renier
Karin Renier
Julie & Randy Roberts
Paul & Susan Rodsjo
Mary Saboe
Cheryl Sandeen
Hailey Sedlacek
Cheryl Sandeen
Daniel & Leslie Schmidt
Robert Schopp
Dana Schroeder
Tom Scott
Audrey & Earl Shamp
Craig & Maureen Shaver
Mary Skelley
Jaxon Smith
Robin Sparks
St. Alphonsus Church
John & Marsha Stowe
Gerhard Stueve
Thomsen Reuters
Kay Thorsbakken
Todd Troldahl
Dr. Patricia Valusek
Westbrock Design
Nancy Whitley
Michael Wyllis
Gene & Marion Wise
Eugenie Zarling

In Honor of
Bill & Nell Gould
Dian McCall
Mary Johnson
Fern Urbatsch
Ruth Vermedahl
Hailey Laspi
Michael & Darlene Moen
Joan Ledebur
Dian McCall
Susan & Steven Marum
Dian McCall
Levi Peterson
Mark & Carol Hruby
Bryan & Michelle Peterson
Ralph & Lynda Peterson
Sam Renier
Dr. Hugh Renier & Dr. Kristine  
  Fossum
Zinda Schaefer & Linda  
  Specht
Impact Concessions

George & Rose Marie Steiner
Ernie Stelzer
Henry Sweitzer
Ida Belle Sweitzer
Drs. David & Naomi Tetzlaff
Glenn & Erna Peterson
Fran & Jim Webber
Mary Ann Strimple
James Zimmerman and Dr. 
  Paul Melchert
Patty Quirk

In Memory of
Jim Barbre
Joy Barbre
Ron Bermel
Susan Bermel
Ellen Harrison
Ione Kelly
Joyce & Leon Lander
Jennifer Malaret
Marilyn Madsen
Marilou Johnson
James McCorkle
Mary Dudley
Melanie Morgan
Marilou Johnson
Mara Renier
Marilou Johnson
Kim & Barbara Schuler
Marilou Johnson
Lucy Mickman
Marilou Johnson

In Kind
3rd Saturday Club - Country 
  Fabrics
Willy Crawford
Days for Girls
Jason DeShaw
Tammie Gowin
Carol Holmes
Infinity Direct
Carolyn Jentink
Sharon Lavandazo
Louis McAnally
MATTER
Elaine Rohde
Wagner Press

Volunteers
Fazly Alahi
Emma Alahi
Ryan Alahi
Zara Alahi
Aliza Ameen
Dr. Woubeshet Ayenew
Dorothy Barr, RN
Dr. Joseph Bondranko
Bill Brink
Stacey Brown, RN

Natalie Brunk, RN
Mary Bye, RN
Haley Bye, RN
Dr. Brent Cataldo
Rosie Cataldo
Dr. Phillip Chaffin Jr.
John Chauss, CRNA
Dr. Siva Chinnadurai
Dr. Kathy Clinch
Nancy Corcoran, RN
Rick Cousins
Sarah Danen
Jim Ducharme, CRNA
John Erlandson, CRNA
Amy Erlandson, RN
Shae Erlandson
Markus Faeldonea, RN
Tom Fansler
Angie Farris
Madeline Findler
Amy Fischer
Dr. Janelle Fox
Dr. Michael Fritz
Celeste Gaiser, CRNA
Dr. Zipporah Gathuya
Jan Gauger, PNP
Elizabeth Gaule
Nicole Giglio, CRNA
Dr. Jon Grischkan
Julie Green
Cindy Halverson
Sarah Hartnett, RN
Alyson Henzel
Katie Hicks
Nic Hintz
Ellen Hoeg
Gina Desanctis Holcomb
Cheryl Holihan, RN
Monisha Husom, RN
Wyn Huynh, CRNA
Randy Jensen
Rosie Jensen
Mary Johnson, RN
Joel Johnson
Jon Kachelmacher
Evan Keil
Lora Koppel, RN
Anna Koppel, RN
Jim Koppel
Jennifer Kreiman, RN
Sharon Landavazo
Dr. Tim Lander
Sally Lannin
Zanny Lannin
Diane Leonard
Tammy Lester, RN
Melanie McCall
Susan McMullan
Jan Martland
Dr. Paul Melchert
Laura Michaud, RN
Dr. Saira Mitha

Cindy Mord, RN
Nolan Morice
Brian Murphy
Nick Murphy
Patrick Murphy
Diane Nageli, RN
Dr. Donald Nguyen
Conrad Nguyen
Dr. Megan Nolan
Priscilla Northenscold
Tom Northenscold
Angie Olson, RN
Vicki Olson, RN
Amy Pedersen, RN
Jodi Pelkey, RN
Beau Petersen
Natalie Petersen
Colleen Peterson
Laura Peterson, RN
Neal Peterson
Emma Pierson
Leon Randall, RN
Louann Randall, RN
Lynn Randall, CRNA
Ruthanne Randall
Tazneem Rashid
Dr. Yuri Reinberg
Dr. Jon Robitschek
Dr. Brianne Roby
Dr. Anton Rohan
Maria Rubin, RN
Dr. Daniel Sampson
Zinda Schaefer
Heather Schleicher
Ann Schminski, APRN, CNP
Linda Sedgwick, APRN, PNP 
Dr. Behnoosh Shayegen
Dr. Craig Smith
Linda Specht
Mara Stege
George Steiner
Steffany Stern
Katie Stewart
Hilary Sweeney
Beth Talisman, RN
Jacquie Talley
Dr. Dave Tetzlaff
Peck Tierney
Mike Tveite
Dr. David Vandersteen
Ana Vazquez Rojas, RN
Kim Voigt
Allison Wagner
Terri Weaver
Barb Wiemann, RN
Norie Wilson, RN, PHN
Dr. Tim Wood
Will Ziegenhagen
James Zimmerman

* Donors & Volunteers from  

January 2017 – December 2017
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An important role on CSI trips is that of our medical records volunteers. They work 
hard from screening day onward to create and manage a chart for each patient. 
They partner with the medical team to set and manage the daily surgery schedules 
and make sure children and families are registered and ready to go each day. 
Medical records volunteers often have a chance to visit and learn more about 
each child and family story. While all the stories are important and meaningful, 
sometimes one story stands out. That was the case for first-time trip volunteer 
Mike Tveite in Liberia, who shares his story: 

“Today has been a very special day for me. I had the opportunity to watch a cleft 
lip repair surgery on Catherine, an 8-year-old girl from rural Liberia. The pictures 
are dramatic, but there’s way more to the story. After surgery Catherine was eating 
applesauce and was being a bit messy. She had never been able to use her upper lip to get food off her spoon, and she was 
learning how everything works with her new, intact lip. Her ability to eat and talk will improve significantly as she heals.

After surgery, when we called Catherine’s name, her aunt jumped up and practically danced to the door. She related that when 
Catherine was with other kids in her village, they would stand in a circle around her and simply stare. Catherine’s aunt had heard 
that CSI was coming to Liberia and was determined to give Catherine this chance at a better life. She rode her scooter an hour into 
the bush to get Catherine and then another four hours to Firestone Duside Hospital. As we made our way back to recovery, she 
exclaimed that Catherine would now be able to attend school.”

Each fall, Children’s Surgery International hosts a year-end 
giving campaign. The Fall Fund Drive is a critical component 
of our fundraising goals that support life-changing surgical and 
education trips around the world. 

Donors participated in several ways: 
•	 Give to the Max Day 
•	 Fall Event at Able Seedhouse + Brewery
•	 Shopping event at Evereve
•	 Donations to honor trip volunteers
•	 Individual and corporate donations

We are proud to report that this year was our most successful 
Fall Fund Drive to date, raising a record $55,000! Thank you to 
the many donors who made this possible. These funds help our 
volunteers make a lasting impact for children, local healthcare 
professionals and communities in need. 

A parent recently wrote a message to one of our urology 
surgeons, reporting how well her child was doing after surgery 
and expressing her deep gratitude. She says it best: “Once 
again I say a big thank you. You will forever be remembered 
for the hope that you restored.” Thank you!
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Catherine, before and after surgery.

Thank you for making the 2017 Fall Fund Drive a success!

WINTER 2018

Blanca - Mexico - Fall, 2017
Now 15 years old, Blanca has already 
undergone several surgeries to repair her 
cleft lip and palate since infancy. She was 
finally physically ready for surgery to correct 
the defects to her nose and sinuses this 
year. We know about the dramatic change 
in appearance that comes from cleft lip repair, but these additional surgeries – while less 
obvious – are critical to a child’s development, speech and self-esteem. Likely, this will be 
Blanca’s final maxillofacial surgery!

Blanca recently had her quinceañera, the Hispanic tradition of celebrating a young girl’s 
coming of age on her 15th birthday. It’s an incredibly special time for a girl, her family 
and friends. A special church service, receptions and parties all honor and celebrate this 
important turning point. 

Thanks to the CSI team and our partners in Mexico, Blanca is ready to get on with her life. 
We are so glad to have been a part of this sweet girl's life. Feliz Quinceañera, Blanca!

Willam before 
(left) and after 
(below).

Liberia, continued from page 1

William can go to school and 
play with friends without fear. 
His grandfather wants to thank 
supporters for sending the CSI 
surgical team to Liberia.
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