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by Tim Lander, MD

Bahir Dar, Ethiopia, is located on the shores of Lake Tana, 
the largest lake in the country and the source of the Blue 
Nile river. A team of four Children’s Surgery International 
volunteers made the trip to Bahir Dar in March to explore the 
feasibility of sending a CSI surgical mission to the region. CSI 
is thrilled to announce that a surgical mission to Bahir Dar is 
planned for 2016!
Even though Bahir Dar is a mid-sized city, the 
medical community serves nearly 5 million people 
from the surrounding region. The University of 
Bahir Dar offers medical and nursing education and supports a teaching hospital in the city. 
Local physicians and surgeons provide care to the people in the region and are well trained 
and supported by the University. They have identified areas of medical and surgical expertise 
in which they would like our help to improve and expand their skills so that children with more 
complicated medical and surgical problems can get the care they need.
Fortunately, the Felge Hiwot University Hospital has two newly trained surgeons who are 
initiating the first-ever ENT & Head and Neck Surgery services. In addition, there are energetic 
general surgeons and urologists motivated to expand their knowledge and experience. With 
their guidance, CSI’s first surgical missions will focus on cleft lip, head and neck, and urologic 
surgery. The sky’s the limit for additional areas of skill-building, education, and sharing of 
knowledge moving forward.
CSI recognizes that using equipment and materials that are not available within the community can be 
counterproductive to empowering the local health-care system to provide specialized care beyond our 
missions. Thus, our team will focus on utilizing the medical center’s existing personnel, supplies, and 
infrastructure for additional training in Ethiopia. In addition, the local hospital has made a commitment 
to purchase equipment and supplies that may be needed in the future, as they expand the services they 
provide as a result of CSI’s contributions to their skills and knowledge.
The Felge Hiwot University Hospital has a large and active teaching program, and CSI volunteers 
will also have the opportunity to interact and train medical and surgical residents as well as nursing 
students. There is tremendous opportunity for CSI to help improve the health care and the training of 
future doctors and nurses in this region of Ethiopia.

Ethiopia Approved As Mission Site For 2016

CSI volunteers and some of our hosts.

The streets of Bahir Dar, Ethiopia. Meeting at the Felge Hiwot University Hospital.

2015 Mission
Calendar

September 10-19, 2015
Thanh Hoa, Vietnam 
Provincial Children’s Hospital

October 2-6, 2015
Hermosillo, Mexico 
CIMA Hospital

Email Sign Up

CSI is going green and we need 
your help! In an effort to save 
the environment and printing 
costs, we will begin sending our 
current email subscribers digital 
copies of the newsletter this fall.
If you don’t currently receive CSI 
emails, please consider signing 
up! You can do so on our website 
homepage, or 
simply scan 
this QR code 
with your 
smartphone!  
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THE 2015 CSI GALA IN PICTURES THANK YOU TO ALL WHO ATTENDED

1. Maria Rubin, Daniel Fierros & Laura 
Romero

2. David Pedersen, Amy Hassenstab,  
Norie Wilson, Sarah Hartnett

3. Mary & Joel Johnson, Dr. Lyndon 
Mabande, Dr. Dave Tetzlaff

4. James Zimmerman, Dr. Paul Melchert, 
Larry Pfarr

5. Brittany Stoa, Amy, Shea & John 
Erlandson, Patrick Faunillan

6. Dr. Peter, Joshua & Dr. Paul Melchert, 
Lael McAuliffe, Sheren & James Rogne

7. Anna, Jim, Lora & Molly Koppel
8. Dr. Greta Chen & Dr. David Boulware
9. Rose Marie & George Steiner
10. Jim Ducharme, Melanie McCall,  

Bonnie Ducharme, Lora Koppel
11. John & Marian Hehre
12. Alison Scott, Jeanne Fansler 
13. Ali Habib, Tahsin & Abdur Rashid,   

Fazly Alahi
14. Live Auction 
15. Tom Fansler, Dr. Peter Melchert
16. Erik & Sarah Hromatka, Elizabeth &  

Mat Wright
17. Diane & Stu Alexander, Bob Smith
18. Dan & Johnine Adomitis, Katie Houle, 

Mary Bye, Charlee Kimmes
19. Chris & Kate Egert, Esera Tuaolo
20. Katie Hagen, Joel Johnson
21. Dave & Jenny Keil family and friends
22. Andy & Amy Vagle, Andrea & Rick 

Dimon
23. Dr. Ryan Rekuski, Kerri Shaughnessy, 

Elizabeth & Dr. Michael Angel
24. Diego & Susan Romeu, Mojdeh & Tom 

Pohl, Conrad Nguyen, Paris Tsobanakis, 
Belen Urquiola, Liz & Dan Lee

25. Dr. Eric & Marilou Mintalar, Jen 
Bucklew, Dr. Manuel Englander

26. Carol Nielsen, Linda & Al Sedgwick, 
Andy Mattila, Jeanne & Tom Fansler, 
Maureen Shaver, Amy & John Fischer

27. Dan Adomitis, Margaret Wallace, Dr. 
Peter Melchert, Dr. Lyndon Mabande, 
Johnine Adomitis, Michael Hunter

28. Bill Brink & Norie Wilson
29. Don & Janet Darden
30. Stacey Brown & Conrad Nguyen
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For more information or to make a donation, 
call or write to:
Children’s Surgery International
825 Nicollet Mall Suite 706
Minneapolis, MN  55402
Ph: 612.746.4082    
Fax: 612.746.4083
info@childrenssurgeryintl.org
You can also make a donation online at
www.childrenssurgeryintl.org

Children’s Surgery International
825 Nicollet Mall Suite 706
Minneapolis, MN 55402
www.childrenssurgeryintl.org

CSI Gala Raises Nearly $180,000 
for Children Around the World
The 2015 CSI Gala, held on April 18 at Millennium Hotel 
Minneapolis, was a huge success! Together we raised nearly 
$180,000, which represents renewed hope and possibilities for 
many children and their families around the world. 
Thank you to the record number of guests in attendance, event 
sponsors Firestone Natural Rubber, 3M, Pediatric Surgical 
Associates, and VMBC, our many Silver Sponsors, and auction 
donors. You are all an important part of the CSI mission.
We would also like to thank the Gala Committee, including 
co-hosts Katie Hagen and Joel Johnson, along with the many 
volunteers who worked tirelessly to make the evening so 
memorable. Thank you to emcee Chris Egert, auctioneer Dan 
Masloski, and musical guests Alison Scott and Esera Tuaolo.

Getting (more) Social!
We’ve expanded our social networks! You can now find CSI on 
LinkedIn! Find and follow us. If you are a CSI volunteer, add us 
to your volunteer experience. We can also be found on Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube, Instagram and Google+. Choose your favorite 
networks and get social with CSI!


